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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)

This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the 
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified 
population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing 
sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten 
years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Denmark; Russian Federation
Vagrant:
Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; 
Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Italy; Latvia; Luxembourg; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; 
Portugal; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; United Kingdom; 
Gibraltar (to UK)

Population
The European population is estimated at 5,000-20,000 pairs, which equates to 10,000-40,000 mature 
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.

Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in a variety of broadleaf woodlands, including birch (Betula), willow (Salix) and poplar (
Populus) groves and the edges of conifer forests, particularly in silver fir (Abies). In the south of its range it is 
found in mixed birch and larch (Larix), spruce (Picea), stunted cedar (Cedrus), juniper (Juniperus) and 
rhododendrons (Rhododendron), alders (Alnus) and other shrubs. After breeding it may occur in dwarf birch 
and stunted bushes above the tree-line. It breeds in June and July and lays two to four eggs. The nest consists 
of dry grasses, pine needles, moss, strips of rotting wood, fine plant fibres and animal hair and is placed on 
the ground under the roots of a tree, a fallen branch, against a decaying tree stump or under a bush. It feeds 
mainly on small invertebrates but may also take some small seeds. The species is migratory, wintering in 
south-east Asia (Clement 2006).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Forest - Boreal major breeding
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Shrubland - Boreal suitable breeding
Altitude 1000-2440 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The size of the European population does make it vulnerable to the risks faced by small populations; however 
it is marginal to a much larger population (Birdlife International 2004).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for 
this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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