
Hippolais icterina -- (Vieillot, 1817)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- SYLVIIDAE
Common names: Icterine Warbler; Hypolaïs ictérine

European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status

LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)

Assessment Information
Year published: 2015
Date assessed: 2015-03-31
Assessor(s): BirdLife International
Reviewer(s): Symes, A.
Compiler(s): Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.
Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech 
Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; 
Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; 
Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; 
Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland; Portugal; Gibraltar (to UK)

Population
The European population is estimated at 3,720,000-6,500,000 pairs, which equates to 7,440,000-13,000,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 1,030,000-1,520,000 pairs, which equates to 
2,070,000-3,030,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be increasing. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be 
stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits tall-grown woods of oak (Quercus), birch (Betula), beech (Fagus sylvatica), alder (Alnus
) and other deciduous trees, but it is also found in larger parks and gardens, and in stands of young pines (
Pinus) if mixed with broadleaf trees. It favours open forest, or dense woods with intermixed glades and 
undergrowth. Breeding occurs from the end of May to June and clutches are four to five. The nest is a strong 
cup of grasses, plant stems, moss and soft twigs, often covered with pieces of birch bark, lichens, flowers and 
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similar, partly attached with cobwebs and lined with fine fibres, roots, fur and similar soft material. It is 
placed in the fork of a tree branch. The diet is mostly insects and other invertebrates but in the summer it also 
takes fruits and berries. The species is migratory, wintering in Africa, south of the equator (Svensson 2006).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Altitude max. 1500 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Decreases in the west and south-west of it range may be in part due to competition from Hippolais polyglotta, 
which has spread north and east to become marginally sympatric (Svensson 2006).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Melodious Warbler 
(Hippolais 
polyglotta)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Competition

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for 
this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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