
Locustella lanceolata -- (Temminck, 1840)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- SYLVIIDAE
Common names: Lanceolated Warbler;

European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status

LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)

Assessment Information
Year published: 2015
Date assessed: 2015-03-31
Assessor(s): BirdLife International
Reviewer(s): Symes, A.
Compiler(s): Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.
Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)

This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the 
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified 
population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing 
sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten 
years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

The bird is considered vagrant in the EU27 and is assessed as Not Applicable (NA) for this region.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Russian Federation
Vagrant:
Belgium; Denmark; Finland; France; Germany; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Svalbard and Jan Mayen 
(to NO); Serbia; Sweden; United Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 30,000-60,000 pairs, which equates to 60,000-120,000 mature 
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.

Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits damp valleys, especially by streams and on lake and marsh edges, open meadows with 
scattered bushes, damp woodland clearings and forest-edge scrub. It is also found in clearings in open birch (
Betula) and larch (Larix) forest with patches of scrub and scattered bushes Pearson 2006). Egg-laying begins 
in mid-June and clutches are three to five eggs (Snow and Perrins 1998). The nest is a deep thick-walled cup 
of dry grass, leaves and moss, which is lined with finer grass. It is typically built in a shallow hollow beneath 
a grass clump and hidden by grasses and leaves. The diet is mainly adult and larval insects, especially beetles (
Coleoptera) and ants (Hymenoptera) but it also takes spiders (Araneae) and seeds. The species is a long 
distance migrant, wintering in south-east Asia (Pearson 2006).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Shrubland - Temperate suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Altitude max. 800 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
There are not thought to be any current significant threats to this species (Pearson 2006).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for 
this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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