Pycnonotus xanthopygos -- (Ehrenberg, 1833)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- PYCNONOTIDAE
Common names: White-spectacled Bulbul; Bulbul commun; White-eyed Bulbul; Yellow-vented Bulbul
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does not approach
the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The bird is not recorded from the EU27 region.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Turkey
Population
The European population is estimated at 6,000-18,000 pairs, which equates to 12,000-36,000 mature
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species occupies a wide range of well-vegetated areas with low trees and bushes, in both natural
vegetation and cultivation, including open pine (Pinus) woods, juniper (Juniperus) forest, Ceratonia scrub,
oases, orchards, groves, fields, gardens and villages. The species breeds from the end of March to August and
is monogamous. The nest is a cup or small basket of thin twigs, grass stems, moss and leaves with the base
constructed of broad leaves (sometimes with newspaper, strips of plastic or cotton wool) and the structure is
held together by cobwebs and cotton threads, lined after a fashion with hair, shredded bark and rootlets,
apparently sometimes unlined. Clutches are two to four eggs. It feeds mostly on fruit, as well as seeds and
invertebrates and less frequently, nectar, leaves and flowers. The species is mainly resident, although some
local movements occur in search of fruit sources and altitudinal migration may occur in Turkey (Fishpool and
Tobias 2005).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations

Importance
suitable
suitable

Occurrence
resident
resident

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Wetlands (inland) - Freshwater Springs and Oases
Altitude
max. 1000 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
The species is considered an agricultural pest in some places; however this has not impacted population
numbers (Fishpool and Tobias 2005).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Biological resource
use

Threat (level 2)
Hunting & trapping
terrestrial animals
(persecution/
control)

Timing
Ongoing

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
No decline
Stresses

Impact
Low Impact

Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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