Parus montanus -- Conrad von Baldenstein, 1827
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- PARIDAE
Common names: Willow Tit;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe
fragmentation). The population size is extremely large, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline
estimated to be >10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). Despite the
fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
In the EU27 the species is undergoing rapid declines, and it is therefore classified as Vulnerable. Since the
wider European population is also decreasing, there is not considered to be significant potential for rescue
from outside the EU27 and the final category is unchanged.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; Denmark;
Estonia; Finland; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg;
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland;
Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Sweden; Switzerland; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Origin Uncertain:
Spain
Population
The European population is estimated at 30,500,000-44,200,000 pairs, which equates to
61,100,000-88,400,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 2,340,000-4,330,000
pairs, which equates to 4,690,000-8,660,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 13.8 years (three generations).
In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by 30-49% over the same period. For details of
national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits lowland, submontane and montane forests and woodlands, principally coniferous forests
of pine (Pinus), larch (Larix) and spruce (Picea), and in Siberian taiga it is most frequently in steppe-forest of

Siberian stone pine (Pinus sibirica). It is also often in dense and damp areas, especially Sphagnum bogs and
areas of willows (Salix) or alders (Alnus) and on tundra edge. In Europe also occurs in willows, alders and
more shrubby vegetation, including elder (Sambucus) patches, edges of woods, copses, and hedges, especially
along rivers and beside lakes. It occurs from sea-level to tree-line up to c. 2,000 m. It breeds from April to
July and is monogamous, forming a pair-bond for life. The female builds the nest which is constructed mostly
of bark or wood strips, grass, plant fibres, animal hair and feathers (rarely, moss included). It is placed in a
hole or crevice up to 3 m (often less than 1 m, exceptionally to 10 m) from the ground in a rotting tree trunk
or old stump. The hole is excavated by both sexes or may be adapted from an existing one. Clutch size is five
to nine eggs. It feeds mostly on invertebrates and larvae but also vegetable matter. It also stores food behind
loose bark, under branches, in bud capsules or in lichen and rarely in the ground in a steep bank. In Norway
most food is cached between August and September (Gosler and Clement 2007). The species is highly
sedentary and most movements, which are generally less than 5 km, are considered post-fledging dispersal
(Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Forest - Boreal
Forest - Temperate
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls)
Wetlands (inland) - Shrub Dominated Wetlands
Altitude
max. 2000 m

Importance
suitable
major
major
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
Habitat loss and degradation are implicated in the decline and there is also recent evidence that increased
competition from other parids, which evict this species from nest-holes, and increased nest predation by Great
Spotted Woodpeckers (Dendrocopos major) are also important factors, exacerbated by the low dispersability
of the species that makes recolonisation difficult after local extinction (Gosler et al. 2013). The species may
also be threatened by future climate change (Harrison et al. 2003, Siriwardena 2011).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
plantations

Climate change &
severe weather

Habitat shifting &
alteration

Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases

Great Spotted
Woodpecker
(Dendrocopos
major)

Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases

Unspecified tits
(PARIDAE)

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Future
Whole (>90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Scope
Severity
Unknown
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Unknown

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. In the U.K. the species is Red listed and is a U.K. Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP) priority bird species and several local BAPs have been developed.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Research into habitat loss and pressures from other species to determine their impact should be undertaken.
Ensure existing populations are adequately protected.
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