Tichodroma muraria -- (Linnaeus, 1766)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- SITTIDAE
Common names: Wallcreeper;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable
under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing
sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten
years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus;
France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Liechtenstein; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav
Republic of; Montenegro; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Belgium; Czech Republic; Luxembourg; Malta; Netherlands; Portugal; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 29,000-69,700 pairs, which equates to 57,900-139,000 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 12,900-21,800 pairs, which equates to 25,700-43,500
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits a range of rocky regions, typically including steep, rugged cliffs, boulder-strewn slopes,
and damp, shady gorges in mountainous areas, with holes and crevices for nesting and roosting. Grassy ledges
generally intersperse the rocks and other vegetation including herbaceous plants, moss, shrubs and trees, and
running water are often present. For foraging areas of mixed sunlight and shade are important. In the winter,
similar rocky habitats are favoured. In Europe, the breeding season is from April and May to July and August,
depending on altitude. The nest is made of moss, plant fibres, rootlets and grass, with hair, wool and feathers

densely matted together, sometimes as a lining for insulation. It is sited in a cleft in a rock, between or behind
rocks or boulders and sometimes on or inside a building. Clutches are three to five eggs. It feeds principally
on small and some larger insects, including adults, larvae and eggs, as well as spiders (Araneae) and some
other invertebrates. Through most of its range the species is a short-distance and altitudinal migrant (Löhrl
and Wilson 2008).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Altitude
350-3450 m

Importance
major
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
non-breeding

Threats
The species is under threat from the development of mountain regions (Löhrl and Wilson 2008), such as dam
building (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997) and a considerable increase in human leisure activities, especially rockclimbing, which cause disturbance and threaten habitat in breeding and wintering areas (Löhrl and Wilson
2008).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Threat (level 2)
Human intrusions & Recreational
disturbance
activities

Timing
Ongoing

Natural system
modifications

Species disturbance
Timing
Scope
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)

Dams (size
unknown)

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses

Severity
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
It is protected in most European countries. The species is listed as “critically endangered” in Poland,
“vulnerable” in Liechtenstein and “near-threatened” in Slovakia and is also red-listed in Germany (Löhrl and
Wilson 2008).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Important areas of habitat for this species should be identified and protected from development as well as
restrictions on access put in place.
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