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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Azerbaijan; Bulgaria; Cyprus; Georgia; Greece; Italy; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic 
of; Malta; Romania; Russian Federation; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Denmark; Finland; France; Germany; Ireland, Rep. of; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Spain; 
Sweden; Switzerland; United Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 2,060,000-6,230,000 pairs, which equates to 4,130,000-12,500,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 7,100-25,200 pairs, which equates to 
14,100-50,400 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be 
increasing. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is found in arid, open, sparsely vegetated country, including dry plains, mountain and lowland 
steppes, semi-desert, wadis and desert margins, commonly where burrowing rodents, such as gerbil 
(Rhombomys opimus), occur. In Armenia, it is found in rolling semi-desert with Tamarix, Artemisia, 
Euphorbia, Alhagi, Atraphaxis and Gypsophila, and in usually on south-facing mountain steppe with 
Astragalus. Breeding occurs from March to June in Armenia and from March to July in southern Russia. The 
nest is a shallow, bulky cup of dried grass, roots and hair, lined with hair, wool and feathers. It is set deep in a 
rodent burrow or burrow of a similar mammal and less often in and old bee-eater (Meropidae) hole or 
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occasionally in a natural hole or crevice. Clutches are four to seven eggs. The diet is mainly invertebrates, 
particularly insects such as beetles and ants and vegetable matter. The species is migratory (Collar 2005).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) major breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable breeding
Altitude max. 2700 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The species is linked to some extent to populations of burrow-nesting rodents, which supply nest-holes. As a 
result, declines in these species, such as falls in gerbil numbers due to ploughing, may impact this species 
(Collar 2005).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Unspecified species Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Reduced reproductive success

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for 
this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are thought to be needed for this species.
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