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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
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At both European and EU27 scales this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three 
generations, or with a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be 
decreasing, the decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under 
the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations).

For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; 
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, 
Rep. of; Italy; Liechtenstein; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; 
Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; 
Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Iceland; Latvia; Sweden

Population
The European population is estimated at 5,790,000-9,310,000 pairs, which equates to 11,600,000-18,600,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 5,330,000-8,380,000 pairs, which equates to 
10,700,000-16,800,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 10 years. For 
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is found in a variety of essentially open, usually rather barren landscapes. In Europe, it occupies 
open scrubby country where bushes and shrubs of different height, and/or low man-made structures such as 
stone walls, fence lines, telephone wires and field posts, sit within or adjacent to flat or rolling terrain with 
uneven herb-rich substrate. It also inhabits alpine moorland, heathland, grassy hillsides, dry plains, bush-
studded pastures, woodland edge, sandy forest clearings, field margins and fallows, wide shrubby riverbeds, 
open garrigue with Cistus, unkempt marshy areas, swamp fringes, roadsides and railway margins and 
vineyards.

The breeding season is from March to mid-August in north-west Europe and from the end of April to late July 
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in east Europe. The nest is a loose deep cup of rootlets, grass, leaves and plant stems, lined with finer rootlets 
and sometimes hair, wool and feathers. It is set on the ground or in a low bank, well hidden at base of tuft of 
herbage or in the bottom of or under a small bush. Clutches are usually four to six eggs. The diet is primarily 
invertebrates, mainly small or medium-sized insects and their larvae but it occasionally takes small 
vertebrates, seeds and fruit (Collar 2005). The species varies from migratory to resident in different parts of 
its range, being sensitive to cold weather (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable non-breeding
Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable non-breeding
Shrubland - Temperate major breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Alpine Wetlands (includes temporary waters from snowmelt) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Alpine Wetlands (includes temporary waters from snowmelt) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable non-breeding
Altitude max. 1850 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Declines in Europe since the 1950s have been driven by a loss of breeding habitats due to agricultural 
intensification (Collar 2005), including the creation of large open fields, destruction of bushes and hedges, 
transformation of pastures to arable fields, the afforestation of fallow and moorland and the destruction of 
structurally diverse vegetation by uncontrolled fire and human disturbance (Tucker and Heath 1994). It has 
also suffered from the withdrawal of grazing from littoral heaths (Collar 2005). Severe winters have also 
caused populations to fluctuate (Tucker and Heath 1994).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
farming

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
plantations

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Climate change & 
severe weather

Temperature 
extremes

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Likely to 
Return

Majority (50-90%) Causing/Could 
cause fluctuations

Past Impact

Stresses
Species mortality



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Work & other 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance

Natural system 
modifications

Increase in fire 
frequency/intensity

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. In Switzerland, the species has benefited from the creation 
of strips of wild flowers for Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix).

Conservation Actions Proposed
In Europe this species requires wide-scale conservation measures to preserve habitat through promotion of 
non-intensive farming practices. These include retaining scattered trees, bushes and hedges in fields, 
prohibition of afforestation schemes on moorland and heath, and retention of strips of old grass (mown every 
3–4 years only) in intensively managed areas (Tucker and Heath 1994).
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