Phoenicurus erythrogastrus -- (Güldenstädt, 1775)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- MUSCICAPIDAE
Common names: White-winged Redstart; Güldenstädt's Redstart
European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status
LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)
Assessment Information
Year published:
Date assessed:
Assessor(s):
Reviewer(s):
Compiler(s):

2015
2015-03-31
BirdLife International
Symes, A.
Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.

Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing
sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten
years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
The bird is not recorded from the EU27 region.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Azerbaijan; Georgia; Russian Federation
Vagrant:
Armenia
Population
The European population is estimated at 2,200-6,100 pairs, which equates to 4,500-12,100 mature
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in alpine zones (above upper tree-line and dwarf-scrub zone) near permanent snows, in
dry streambeds, boulder-strewn alpine meadows, stonefields and screes with some trees and herbs, flat parts
of high passes and mountain gorges. It winters in rocky, scrubby hillsides near streams and riverbeds, rocky
moraines, and thickets in valley bottoms. Breeding occurs in June and July in the Caucasus. The nest is a
bulky cup of grass and wool, lined with animal hair and feathers and set well inside a crevice in cliff or deep
under rocks, amid screes and often adjacent to moraine sediment and near the permanent snow-line. Clutches
are three to five eggs. It feeds entirely on invertebrates, especially insects and spiders in the summer but in
winter berries are the main food (Collar 2005). The species is mainly a short-distance altitudinal migrant
(Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Grassland - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)

Importance
major
suitable

Occurrence
breeding
non-breeding

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Moist
Altitude
1500-4800 m

Importance
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
non-breeding

Threats
In Europe, the main threat to this species is the loss of Hippophae rhamnoides as a result of building
development (Collar 2005). In addition local people collect large amounts of berries for food, often removing
whole twigs rather than just the berries, which damages the bushes (Tucker and Heath 1994).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Biological resource
use

Threat (level 2)
Gathering
terrestrial plants
(unintentional
effects - species is
not the target)

Residential &
commercial
development

Housing & urban
areas

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Medium Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for
this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
The conservation of the species?s wintering ground and conservation of Hippophae rhamnoides bushes and
berries is of the utmost importance, particularly in the upper Terek basin, where much of the population in the
Caucasus winter (Tucker and Heath 1994, Collar 2005).
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