Phoenicurus phoenicurus -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- MUSCICAPIDAE
Common names: Common Redstart; Redstart; Rougequeue à front blanc
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
At both European and EU27 scales this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three
generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and
hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30%
decline over ten years or three generations).
For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary;
Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav
Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian
Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine;
United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland
Population
The European population is estimated at 9,630,000-15,000,000 pairs, which equates to
19,300,000-29,900,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 2,250,000-4,200,000
pairs, which equates to 4,500,000-8,400,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits open forest and woodland, including old parkland and park-like gardens, forest clearings
and margins, preferably with semi-open undergrowth or herbage. In northern Europe, it occupies subarctic
mountain birch and barren pine forests and in central and southern Europe it uses broadleaf forest, as well as
many intermediate habitats such as heaths and commons with scattered mature trees, pollard willows (Salix)
along streams and ditches, open hilly country with old stone walls and buildings. In Russia, it generally
prefers broadleaf and mixed forest, less often pinewoods. The breeding season is from the end of April to midJuly but up to two weeks earlier in southern Europe. The nest is a cup of grass, roots and moss, lined with hair

and feathers and usually set one to six metres up in a hole in a tree, wall or old stump, or in a nestbox,
commonly with one side with open terrain. Clutches are five to seven eggs. The diet is made up of fruits and
berries. The species is migratory (Collar and Christie 2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Forest - Boreal
Forest - Temperate
Grassland - Temperate
Shrubland - Boreal
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
max. 2000 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
Severe declines in central Europe have been attributed to rainfall patterns in the Sahel combined with
intensified modern forestry practices (reducing availability of nest holes) and interspecific nest-site
competition. However the evidence for these is not strong and a partial recovery in Britain can not be
explained by changes in these factors (Collar and Christie 2013). The species may be subject to habitat
degradation from pollution effects on forests in this region (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997). There is also
evidence that in north-west Europe the species is subject to deliberate killing (Collar and Christie 2013).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Biological resource
use

Climate change &
severe weather

Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases
Pollution

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
plantations

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Hunting & trapping
Timing
Scope
Severity
terrestrial animals Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
(intentional use Declines
species is the target)
Stresses
Species mortality
Droughts
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Species mortality
Unspecified species
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Competition
Acid rain
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Ongoing

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Unknown

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for
this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed

This species would benefit from the conservation of mature, fairly open deciduous and mixed forests and
mature trees in secondary habitats. Locally, in suitable habitat, population numbers would benefit from the
provision of nest boxes (Tucker and Heath 1994). It is recommended that both traditionally managed orchards
with tall trees with cavities and areas with sparse vegetation should be preserved. For this management should
preserve patches of sparse vegetation and create new patches close to potential breeding sites. These practices
should be promoted though agri-environment schemes. In addition small patches of dense meadow should be
mowed throughout the breeding season to maintain suitable foraging areas (Martinez et al. 2010).
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