Ficedula hypoleuca -- (Pallas, 1764)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- MUSCICAPIDAE
Common names: European Pied Flycatcher; Gobemouche noir; Pied Flycatcher
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Austria; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland,
Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of;
Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation;
Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United
Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Iceland
Population
The European population is estimated at 12,500,000-19,400,000 pairs, which equates to
25,000,000-38,800,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 2,330,000-4,300,000
pairs, which equates to 4,660,000-8,600,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in most well-wooded and forest habitats, so long as suitable cavities for nest-sites are
present. It prefers deciduous forests (which contain more natural cavities) over coniferous forest. In Europe,
its typical habitat is deciduous and mixed, sunny, open mature woodland, supplemented by orchards, avenues,

parks, and even gardens in low-density human settlements. Breeding occurs from late April to the end of
June. The nest is a loose cup of dead leaves, plant stems and moss, which is lined with rootlets, fine grasses,
hair and (sometimes) feathers. It is sited 1.8-10 m above the ground in a hole in a tree, wall or building. In
western Europe it mainly uses nestboxes. Clutches can be from three to ten eggs but usually four to eight. The
diet is mostly insects, both flying and non-flying, but it will take other invertebrates and some fruit and seeds.
The species is migratory, wintering in west Africa (Taylor and Christie 2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Forest - Temperate
Altitude
max. 1600 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
The species is threatened earlier peaks of invertebrate populations resulting in a mismatch with breeding as a
result of climate change (Both et al. 2006).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Climate change &
severe weather

Threat (level 2)
Other impacts

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Unknown
Unknown
Stresses
Competition; Reduced reproductive success

Impact
Unknown

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for
this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
The provision of nestboxes can assist in significantly increasing population densities (Taylor and Christie
2013).
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