Turdus pilaris -- Linnaeus, 1758
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- TURDIDAE
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe
fragmentation). The population size is extremely large, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline
estimated to be >10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). Despite the
fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
In the EU27 the species is undergoing rapid declines, and it is therefore classified as Vulnerable. Since the
wider European population is also decreasing, there is not considered to be significant potential for rescue
from outside the EU27 and the final category is unchanged.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; Denmark; Greenland (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iceland;
Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav
Republic of; Malta; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation;
Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO); Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 14,200,000-28,600,000 pairs, which equates to
28,400,000-57,300,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 3,060,000-4,700,000
pairs, which equates to 6,110,000-9,390,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 15.6 years (three generations).
In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by 30-49% over the same period. For details of
national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species typically inhabits mixed habitat, mainly part-wooded and part-open country, commonly using

trees for breeding and roosting and hedges and open ground for foraging. It breeds in boreal forests of mixed
pine (Pinus) and birch (Betula), as well as scrub, clearings, parks and gardens. In high latitudes, relatively
small numbers extend beyond the tree-line into alpine heathland and tundra scrub, and even to entirely bleak
grassy islands in the extreme north. It winters mainly in lowlands, often in more open habitats, including
grassy and cultivated fields, moorland edges, woodland edges and orchards. Breeding occurs from early April
to late August, with timing varying with latitude. The nest is a bulky, untidy cup, made of twigs, roots, moss,
lichen, grass and leaves, lined with animal hair, rootlets and fine grass, and cemented with mud. It is generally
sited in the fork of a tree or against the trunk or on a branch, usually towards upper levels of tree and normally
at least two metres off the ground but occasionally on ground, or in a cliff face. Normally lays five or six
eggs. The diet is mainly invertebrates and fruits, but also takes berries and seeds in the winter, and shoots and
buds in the spring. The species is migratory but movements are essentially irruptive and nomadic (Collar
2005).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
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Altitude
max. 2310 m
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Threats
In southern Greenland the species may have been extirpated by severe winters during the 1960s (Collar 2005).
Threats & Impacts
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Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Causing/Could
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Impact
Past Impact

Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive Annex II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Research to identify causes of declines and appropriate conservation measures.
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