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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; 
Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; 
Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Montenegro; Norway; Poland; 
Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; 
Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO)

Population
The European population is estimated at 299,000-598,000 pairs, which equates to 597,000-1,200,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 215,000-344,000 pairs, which equates to 
430,000-689,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is found in mountain steppe with conifers, including wet spruce (Picea) and spruce-fir woodland (
P. abies-Abies alba). In central Europe it also uses conifer-beech (Fagus), extending into bushy scrub with 
Rhododendron hirsutum and Pinus mugo in alpine regions, dry rugged upland slopes, heath and heather 
moorland with bracken, stones and grass patches, subalpine meadows with scattered shrubs and trees and low 
shrubbery above the tree-line on rocky slopes. In Britain it favours heather-grass mosaics and Nardus-Molinia 
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grassland  and most nesting territories contain small crags, gullies, scree and/or boulders, as well as sloping or 
flat areas with short vegetation and scattered trees or bushes.

Breeding occurs from mid-April to mid-July in Britain and the Alps and in Scandinavia from early May to the 
end of June in the south and late May to early August in the north (Collar et al. 2013). In Britain the nest is 
generally built on or close to the ground, however in Poland it is found mostly in trees close to the trunk 
(Snow and Perrins 1998). The nest is a bulky cup of dry grass, stems, moss and leaves mixed with mud and 
lined with dry grass. Clutches can be from three to six eggs but most commonly four or five. It feeds on 
invertebrates, seeds and fruits, with invertebrates making up most of the diet in spring and early summer. The 
species is migratory; British and northern European breeders are thought to winter mainly in southern Spain 
and north-west Africa (Collar et al. 2013).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate major breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable non-breeding
Shrubland - Temperate major breeding
Altitude 300-3000 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Causes of declines are not clearly understood in this species. It is thought to be suffering from increased 
human disturbance and the development of many upland areas for outdoor leisure pursuits as well as from 
competition with species such as T. merula, T. viscivoru and T. pilaris. In southern Spain, the widespread loss 
of juniper forest may be partly responsible for decline in British breeding populations, where it may also be 
suffering from  large-scale afforestation in the uplands (Collar et al. 2013) and increased grazing intensity 
(Burfield 2002). Hunting of north-west European migrants passing through southern Europe may also be 
significant (Collar et al. 2013). The species may also be threatened by climate change (Beale et al. 2006).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
grazing, ranching or 
farming

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
plantations

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(intentional use - 
species is the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Climate change & 
severe weather

Temperature 
extremes

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Recreational 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Unspecified 
thrushes 
(TURDIDAE)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Competition

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Tourism & 
recreation areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II.  In the UK, the Ring Ouzel Study Group was set up due to the lack of 
knowledge and a concern for the species and it continues to influence research and conservation actions, co-
ordinate and facilitate monitoring and promote the conservation of this species. 

Conservation Actions Proposed
An improved understanding of the climatic mechanisms affecting populations of this species would assist the 
development of management regimes that can mitigate the adverse effects of climate change. Conservation 
measures could also be better informed through an  improved understanding of basic ecology during the post-
breeding period. In addition to this action to minimise the threats posed by increased firewood collection and 
grazing in Morocco would benefit populations throughout Europe (Beale et al. 2006).
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