Monticola saxatilis -- (Linnaeus, 1766)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- MUSCICAPIDAE
Common names: Rufous-tailed Rock-thrush; European Rock Thrush; Merle de roche; Rock Thrush; Rufoustailed Rock Thrush
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of;
Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia;
Spain; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belgium; Denmark; Finland; Ireland, Rep. of; Liechtenstein; Luxembourg; Netherlands; Norway; Sweden;
United Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 88,900-283,000 pairs, which equates to 178,000-566,000 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 20,100-33,400 pairs, which equates to 40,200-66,700
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 11.4 years (three generations).
In the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species breeds on wild rocky mountain slopes and stony hills up to 3,800 m near patches of herbs or
small shrubs which are used as foraging sites (Tucker and Heath 1994). In Europe it breeds from May to June.
It is territorial and the male performs display-flights over its territory. The nest is a neat flat cup of coarse

grass, rootlets and moss, lined with moss and fine rootlets. Normally it is placed under a rock overhang or in a
horizontal rock crevice, wall or ruin, sometimes under a boulder on steep hillside and occasionally in a tree
hole. Nest sites are often used successively, including from year to year. Clutches are typically four to six
eggs. It feeds principally on insects but also fruit and berries (Collar and Bonan 2013). Typically it forages by
surveying from a perch then flying to the ground to take prey (Tucker and Heath 1994). The species is a
nocturnal trans-Saharan migrant (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997). European birds begin to leave their breeding
grounds from August to September. Aside from a small number wintering in the southern Arabian Peninsula,
the entire species overwinters in Africa (Collar and Bonan 2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Grassland - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
500-3800 m

Importance
suitable
major
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
Declines in Europe may be owing to habitat loss in both summer and winter quarters through afforestation
and tourism development, as well as succession following pastoral abandonment in Europe. The proportion of
upland pasture (i.e. overgrazed, barren hill country) in Franconia fell from 20% in 1850 to 1% in 1995 (Collar
and Bonan 2013).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
plantations

Natural system
modifications

Other ecosystem
modifications

Residential &
commercial
development

Tourism &
recreation areas

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Ongoing

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Medium Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
The protection of its mountainous breeding grounds should be ensured by preventing afforestation, regulating
tourism and preserving pastoral practices. Monitoring programmes and research into species's ecology will
help develop future conservation measures.
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