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In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be fluctuating, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bulgaria; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to 
DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; 
Lithuania; Luxembourg; Moldova; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Slovakia; 
Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Albania; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Croatia; Cyprus; Greenland (to DK); Iceland; Liechtenstein; Macedonia, 
the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Montenegro; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO); Portugal; Serbia

Population
The European population is estimated at 1,080,000-2,110,000 pairs, which equates to 2,160,000-4,220,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 79,000-306,000 pairs, which equates to 
158,000-612,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be fluctuating. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be 
stable. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology

The species breeds in boreal forest and muskeg, usually relatively open forest or edge, usually coniferous, but 
occasionally in birch (Betula) forest or mixed forest. It prefers well-drained areas near major rivers, normally 
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including dense growth of fruiting plants. In non-breeding season it is found in a wide variety of habitats with 
fruiting plants and at least scattered trees, including roadsides, gardens, farmland and the edges of deciduous 
forest. The breeding season is relatively late with egg-laying beginning in late May. The nest is an open cup 
of fine twigs and coarse grasses, lined with finer material including grasses, mosses, plant fibres and feathers 
or mammal fur and usually placed on the horizontal branch of a tree, often close to trunk. Clutches are from 
three to seven eggs. Its diet is predominantly fruits and insects but also includes buds of various trees, 
flowers, tree sap, bark, shoots and leaves, moss and lichens, spiders, snails, and varied table scraps from 
feeders. The species is a partial migrant, withdrawing from its breeding range in winter (Mountjoy 2005).

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable non-breeding
Forest - Boreal major breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats

Collisions with windows and ingestion of road salt have been suggested as threats to this species (Töpfer 
2010).

Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Other options Other threat Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Species mortality

Pollution Domestic & urban 
waste water (run-
off)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Unknown Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Species mortality

Conservation

Conservation Actions Underway

Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Planned

Although this species is not threatened, research into the impact of road salt poisoning may inform future 
conservation measures (Töpfer 2010).
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