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In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; 
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; 
Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; 
Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; 
Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; 
Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of

Population
The European population is estimated at 4,370,000-8,020,000 pairs, which equates to 8,740,000-16,000,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 2,010,000-3,530,000 pairs, which equates to 
4,010,000-7,050,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. 
For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
In western Europe the species is usually found in semi-open, mixed broadleaf woodlands and plantations, 
riverine forests with tall willows (Salix) and poplars (Populus), forested steppes, groves, copses, orchards, 
parks, large gardens, windbreaks, avenue trees, and other tree clumps in cultivated areas. It also occurs in 
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larger and more continuous deciduous, coniferous or mixed forests in eastern Europe. Eggs are laid mainly in 
May and June and the nest is built by the female only, although the male may collect some material. The nest 
is a shallow to deep open-cup structure woven from grass, sedges, reeds, leaves, twigs, cloth, string, paper and 
plastic strips, strips of bark and other plant fibres and then lined with fine fibres, roots and grasses, feathers, 
cocoons, cobweb, down, cotton, fur, wool, moss, lichens, straw and small pieces of paper. It is suspended 
hammock-like in thin, horizontal forked branch, typically high in outer edge of well-foliaged tree canopy. 
Clutches are usually three to five eggs. Its diet is mainly small invertebrates and fruits but it occasionally 
consumes seeds, nectar, pollen and rarely, small lizards, small mammals, eggs and nestlings (Walther and 
Jones 2008). The species is migratory, wintering in the climatically temperate, equatorial African high 
woodlands and moist montane forests of East Africa (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate major breeding
Altitude max. 2400 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Brood size can be severely affected by the weather conditions which may cause large, short-term fluctuations 
in the population at regional or supra-regional level. The species is persecuted in Greece (Hagemeijer and 
Blair 1997), as they consume large quantities of fruit and are thus considered a pest by some fruit-farmers 
(Walther and Jones 2008). In the UK, the loss of large poplar plantations has led to the decline of the species 
there (Holling et al. 2007). In addition, climate change may pose a threat in the future (Mason and Allsop 
2009).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
plantations

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(persecution/
control)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance

Climate change & 
severe weather

Habitat shifting & 
alteration

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Whole (>90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Climate change & 
severe weather

Temperature 
extremes

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Likely to 
Return

Majority (50-90%) Causing/Could 
cause fluctuations

Past Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. The species occurs in many protected areas throughout its breeding range 
(Walther and Jones 2008). 

Conservation Actions Proposed
In U.K., the restoration of areas of poplar woodland of at least 30 ha with plenty of woodland edges is 
recommended for the conservation of this species (Milwright 1998). The impact of persecution should be 
assessed and legislation introduced to minimise this.
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