Corvus corax -- Linnaeus, 1758
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- CORVIDAE
Common names: Common Raven; Northern Raven; Raven
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to DK); Estonia; Finland;
France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein;
Lithuania; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway;
Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES);
Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Luxembourg; Malta; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO)
Population
The European population is estimated at 611,000-1,160,000 pairs, which equates to 1,220,000-2,320,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 260,000-496,000 pairs, which equates to
519,000-991,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species is a habitat generalist, breeding throughout forested and open coastal, steppe, mountain, tundra
and cliff regions of the Northern Hemisphere. It generally occupies more open habitat in the south and north
portions of range where cliffs, sparse trees provide nest locations. In middle latitudes it is generally found in
coniferous and broadleaf forests, where tree-nesting often more common than cliff-nesting (Marzluff 2009).

Egg-laying begins in late February over most of its range, although further north in Greenland and Siberia it
begins later in April (Madge and Burn 1993). The nest is a large and bulky platform, made from dead sticks,
lined with fine roots, grass, string and other bits of rubbish, and with mammal fur to make an inner cup. It is
placed in the stout, lower branches of a tree, on a steep cliff, or on an artificial structure such as a utility pole,
building, sign, radio tower, abandoned vehicle, oil derrick, bridge, irrigation pipe or windmill. Clutch size is
typically four to six eggs. It is an opportunistic scavenger, consuming a huge variety of animals and plants. It
preys on adult and nestling birds, eggs, small mammals, sick and dying larger mammals, toads, snakes,
juvenile turtles, fish and invertebrates. It also scavenges garbage and slaughterhouse offal, dung, and nearly
any kind of carrion and some plant matter is also consumed (Marzluff 2009). The species is mostly sedentary
but northern populations are liable to move south in winter (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Forest - Temperate
Forest - Temperate
Grassland - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Altitude
max. 5000 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
major
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
breeding
non-breeding

Threats
From mid-1600s to mid-1900s or later this species was widely persecuted due to fear and superstition,
resulting in European populations being reduced, often to point of creating gaps in the species's distribution
(e.g. throughout much northern and central Europe). Persecution still continues in Iceland and Greenland but
throughout the rest of Europe it is much reduced, allowing the species to recolonize areas it was previously
extirpated from (Marzluff 2009). Currently, intensive farming, the removal of woodland and human
disturbance may affect the species (Hagemejer and Blair 1997).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
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aquaculture
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Biological resource
use

Hunting & trapping
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Biological resource
use
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harvesting
(unintentional
effects:
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scale) [harvest])
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disturbance
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Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
No decline
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Species mortality
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
No decline
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion
Timing
Ongoing

Scope
Severity
Majority (50-90%)
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Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Species disturbance

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Active reintroduction efforts and increased subsidization, have aided its return to parts of Germany,
Netherlands (Marzluff 2009) and Czech Republic (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Although this species is not threatened the continuation in fall of persecution and the preservation of
woodland stands within the landscape would help this species recover from past declines.
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