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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; 
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; 
Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; 
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; 
Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; 
Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Greenland (to DK); Iceland; Malta; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO); Gibraltar (to UK)

Population
The European population is estimated at 8,790,000-16,600,000 pairs, which equates to 
17,600,000-33,300,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 5,860,000-9,630,000 
pairs, which equates to 11,700,000-19,300,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be 
increasing. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
The species is only really absent from dense forests and is found in most other habitats (Hagemeijer and Blair 
1997). It prefers mixed farmland, parks and gardens, also forest clearings, and equally at home on moorland 
and on inshore islands, coastal cliffs and estuarine flats. It breeds from late March and forms a long-term 
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monogamous pair-bond. Both sexes build the nest which is a rather large structure based on sticks and twigs, 
often mixed with rabbit (Oryctolagus) bones or wire and heather (Ericaceae) twigs. Mud pushed into base 
gives a solid foundation and a deep cup is thickly lined with soft materials such as wool, animal fur, soft 
grasses, feathers and paper. Usually it is built in the crown of a tall tree but in more open habitats electricity 
pylons are used, whilst on exposed coasts a cliff ledge or stunted shrub may be used and some nests are built 
on old buildings, in reedbeds, or even on the ground. Clutch size is typically four eggs. The species is 
omnivorous, but it is mainly a carnivorous scavenger. The diet varies according to local habitats, but usually 
includes invertebrates, especially earthworms (Lumbricidae), small mammals, frogs, bird eggs and nestlings, 
as well as carrion. In addition, small amounts of grain and weed seeds are taken. The species is resident, 
although some populations do migrate (Madge 2009).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas suitable non-breeding
Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Sea Cliffs and Rocky Offshore Islands suitable breeding
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Sea Cliffs and Rocky Offshore Islands suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Mud Flats and Salt Flats suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Mud Flats and Salt Flats suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Rocky Shoreline suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Rocky Shoreline suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Sandy Shoreline and/or Beaches, Sand Bars, Spits, Etc suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Sandy Shoreline and/or Beaches, Sand Bars, Spits, Etc suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Shingle and/or Pebble Shoreline and/or Beaches suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Shingle and/or Pebble Shoreline and/or Beaches suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Tidepools suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Tidepools suitable non-breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable non-breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) suitable non-breeding
Shrubland - Temperate suitable breeding
Shrubland - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable non-breeding
Altitude max. 2000 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Historically this species has been persecuted by gamekeepers and farmers because of its habit of raiding nests; 
however gamekeeper activity has reduced since the 1920s allowing it to recover (Madge 2009).



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(persecution/
control)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) No decline Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive Annex II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently required for this species.
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