Garrulus glandarius -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- CORVIDAE
Common names: Eurasian Jay; Jay
European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status
LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)
Assessment Information
Year published:
Date assessed:
Assessor(s):
Reviewer(s):
Compiler(s):

2015
2015-03-31
BirdLife International
Symes, A.
Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.

Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
At both European and EU27 scales this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three
generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and
hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30%
decline over ten years or three generations).
For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary;
Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav
Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation;
Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Malta; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 7,480,000-14,600,000 pairs, which equates to
15,000,000-29,300,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 4,570,000-8,010,000
pairs, which equates to 9,140,000-16,000,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits woodlands and forests of all kinds, especially beech (Fagus) and hornbeam (Carpinus),
although oak (Quercus) is preferred. It can also be found in parks, orchards and large gardens. Northern
populations also occur in conifers and birch (Betula) forest. In most of Europe, egg-laying occurs mainly from
mid-April. The nest is built by both sexes and is a well-constructed, platform of twigs around a relatively deep
cup, lined with soft plant materials. It is usually placed four to six metres above ground and often at the
junction of substantial branch and main trunk. Clutches are typically five to seven eggs. It is omnivorous,
feeding mostly on invertebrates during the breeding season. It also takes eggs and nestlings of a range of birds
up to the size of a sparrowhawk (Accipiter) and a wide variety of seeds and berries, especially in autumn and

winter, including grain, beech mast, chestnuts and acorns. Throughout the autumn and into winter it builds up
caches of acorns, burying them individually in leaf litter on forest floor or beneath clumps of brambles or
ferns, and has been estimated that a single bird could store c. 3000 acorns in one month (Madge 2009). The
species sedentary although some subspecies have migratory populations (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
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Threats
The species's colourful blue wing feathers became very fashionable in the early 20th century, both as hat
decoration and in the making of "flies" for salmon-fishing. It was also long persecuted by gamekeepers and
farmers due to its habit of raiding nests, although persecution is now much less widespread (Madge 2009).
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Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive Appendix II. There are currently no known specific conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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