Lanius senator -- Linnaeus, 1758
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PASSERIFORMES -- LANIIDAE
Common names: Woodchat Shrike; Pie-grièche à tête rousse
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
At both European and EU27 scales this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three
generations, or with a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be
decreasing, the decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under
the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations).
For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former
Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Montenegro; Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Serbia; Slovakia;
Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belarus; Belgium; Denmark; Finland; Ireland, Rep. of; Liechtenstein; Norway; Russian Federation; Sweden
Population
The European population is estimated at 1,930,000-3,110,000 pairs, which equates to 3,870,000-6,230,000
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 1,880,000-2,960,000 pairs, which equates to
3,760,000-5,920,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 12 years (three
generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species requires shrub-like or arboreal cover, open ground offering rich supply of large insects, and
perches with commanding view of area. It is commonly found in semi-open areas with bushes and wellspaced trees, such as open woodland, old orchards, olive (Olea) groves, gardens, and parks or hedgerows with
large thorny bushes; in Greece it prefers open pine (Pinus) forest. In many areas it occurs in cultivated
country with trees; and in the north of its range it is a typical bird of old traditional orchards, particularly
when sheep or cattle present (Yosef et al. 2013). Egg-laying occurs from the end of April through to July,
although in Europe second clutches are rare. The nest site is chosen by the male and both sexes build the nest
(Lefranc and Worfolk 1997), which is a compact open cup made from twigs and roots and other plant
material, lined with rootlets, hair, wool, moss, lichen and spider web. It is generally placed on a lateral branch
of a tree, often fruit tree or oak, pine or poplar or in the Mediterranean area, in low dense brush. Clutches are

four to eight eggs (Yosef et al. 2013). It feeds principally on insects but other invertebrates, voles, mice,
lizards, frogs and occasionally plant material such as berries are also taken (Lefranc and Worfolk 1997). The
species is migratory, wintering in sub-Saharan Africa, north of the equator (Yosef et al. 2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Forest - Temperate
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Temperate
Altitude
max. 1200 m

Importance
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suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
Loss and degradation of habitat through agricultural intensification, afforestation, and large fires are the main
threats to this species (Yosef et al. 2013). The abandonment of traditional charcoal-making, the canalization
of rivers and heavy use of herbicides and insecticides are also threats (Tucker and Heath 1994). Long-term
climatic changes resulting in wetter springs have caused the range of the species to contract southwards
(Hagemeijer and Blair 1997). It is hunted around ponds in summer and on migration in Italy. In addition,
drought in the Sahel and changes to agricultural practices in its wintering grounds may lead to long term
population declines (Tucker and Heath 1994).
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Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Hunting & trapping
Timing
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Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
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Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
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Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. The species is legally protected in most countries; in some listed as "highly
endangered", in others regarded as "vulnerable" or "endangered" on national Red Lists (Yosef et al. 2013)
Conservation Actions Proposed
Traditional management of pastoral woodland (Yosef et al. 2013) and livestock-rearing (Tucker and Heath
1994), old orchards and Mediterranean scrub and the prevention of hunting would benefit this species (Yosef
et al. 2013). The use of herbicides and insecticides should be controlled, soil-rotation practices used and
unploughed field margins with boundaries of trees, shrubs and herbaceous vegetation should be maintained.
In addition the diversification of monoculture crops and the maintenance of woodland at roadsides in rural
areas and in irrigated cereal cultivation would benefit the species. Restrictions on hunting should be enforced
(Tucker and Heath 1994).
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