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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does 
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; France; 
Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; 
Montenegro; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Turkey; 
Ukraine; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belgium; Denmark; Finland; Malta; Netherlands; Sweden; Switzerland

Population
The European population is estimated at 23,100-29,100 pairs, which equates to 46,300-58,300 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 21,000-24,300 pairs, which equates to 42,100-48,700 
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
The species is mainly migratory, although populations in the Balearic Islands are resident. Migratory birds 
winter in southern Africa; northern birds leave their breeding grounds in September and return in March and 
April (Orta and Boesman 2013). Migrants are thought to partially cross water on a broad front (assumed from 
regular occurrence on islands across the Mediterranean), but nevertheless many pass through bottleneck short 
crossing points each season. Birds tend to be seen singly or in pairs, and even on migration rarely form groups 
of more than five, and stay away from other raptors (Ferguson-Lees and Christie 2001). Birds soar c.200–300 
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m above the ground when hunting (Brown et al. 1982). It is a species of open woodland, preferring patches of 
forest interspersed with open areas; it is recorded up to 2,000 m. Small birds are the most important part of its 
diet. Nests are built in trees and are made of sticks and twigs, lined with fresh leaves. They are often reused 
each year. Normally two eggs are laid (Orta and Boesman 2013).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Forest - Temperate major breeding
Forest - Temperate major non-breeding
Grassland - Temperate major breeding
Grassland - Temperate major non-breeding
Altitude 0-1600 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Threats affecting the species include habitat degradation, direct persecution and human disturbance, each 
causing some decline in parts of Europe (Ferguson-Lees and Christie 2001, Orta and Boesman 2013). 
Declines in the Ukraine are being driven by deforestation (Orta and Boesman 2013). Habitat loss is also due 
to urbanization, construction of reservoirs and fire. The accumulation of organochloride pesticides in 
wintering areas may affect the species’s reproductive success (Tucker and Heath 1994). It is also highly 
vulnerable to the impacts of potential wind energy developments (Strix 2012).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
plantations

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(persecution/
control)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Biological resource 
use

Logging & wood 
harvesting 
(unintentional 
effects: (large scale) 
[harvest])

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Energy production 
& mining

Renewable energy Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Recreational 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance

Natural system 
modifications

Fire & fire 
suppression (trend 
unknown/
unrecorded)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Pollution Herbicides and 
pesticides

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Reduced reproductive success



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Housing & urban 
areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. CITES Appendix II. CMS Appendix II. There are 
currently no known conservation measures for this species. 

Conservation Actions Proposed
Extensive areas with a mixture of open habitats and mature forests should be maintained and protected. Any 
unavoidable afforestation or deforestation should occur outside the breeding season and should only be a 
partial habitat change, not complete. Legislation against shooting should be more firmly enforced and 
education programmes aimed at reducing illegal persecution and nest-robbing initiated. Electrocution 
mortality could be reduced by modifying the design of power lines. The species’s distribution, numbers, 
habitat preferences, population dynamics, and local diets should be researched, as well as the impact of 
pesticides on fertility (Tucker and Heath 1994).
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