Aquila chrysaetos -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- ACCIPITRIFORMES -- ACCIPITRIDAE
Common names: Golden Eagle; Aigle royal
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does
not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech
Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia;
Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Norway;
Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland;
Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Belgium; Cyprus; Ireland, Rep. of; Malta; Netherlands; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 9,300-12,300 pairs, which equates to 18,500-24,500 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 4,900-5,700 pairs, which equates to 9,700-11,400
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This is the most widespread of the Aquila eagles, ranging across the Nearctic and Palearctic (70°N to 20°S). It
is uncommon to scarce across its range. In general, the species is sedentary, with juveniles dispersing as far as
1,000 km in their first few years. Birds occupying the mostly northerly regions (>65°N), such as
Fennoscandia and northern Russia, migrate south. In the Palearctic, movements occur in a broad front to
wintering areas in south-east Europe and the Russian steppes. Juveniles and immatures will go as far as North

Africa (Ferguson- Lees and Christie 2001). The species occupies a wide range of flat or mountainous, largely
open habitats, often above the tree line (Watson 2010), from sea level to 4,000 m (Hagemeijer and Blair
1997). The species’s diet is very broad, taking mammals, birds, reptiles, fish, amphibians, insects and carrion
variously, depending on the regional prey availability. Prey taken are usually 0.5–4.0 kg and the species can
hunt in pairs or small groups (Ferguson- Lees and Christie 2001). Nesting occurs on cliff ledges and where
these are not available, in large trees or similar artificial structures. Nests are constructed from sticks and are
added to in successive years, growing to 2 m in diameter. The breeding season spans March – August
throughout the majority of its range, and in southern areas begins as early as November; whilst in the most
northerly regions it will start as late as April (Ferguson- Lees and Christie 2001).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Forest - Boreal
Forest - Temperate
Forest - Temperate
Grassland - Temperate
Grassland - Temperate
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
Altitude
0-2600 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
major
major
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding

Threats
The species was heavily persecuted in the 19th Century, and although this threat has diminished significantly
with populations now generally stable, the species is still deliberately poisoned, shot and trapped, and it is
declining in Spain (Katzner et al. 2012a). In the past the species was affected by the use of organochlorine
pesticides although this is not a significant problem today. There are records of mortality as a result of
electrocution when perching on power lines, but no data to suggest any substantial demographic impact. Wind
energy developments are a source of direct mortality for the species (Watson 2010). Future developments in
flyways may affect migrating adult eagles, and locally may cause effective habitat loss and lead to collisions
(Katzner et al. 2012b). In addition, afforestation, long term changes in food supply, including reduced
livestock carrion through changing management practices and climate change, may threaten the species in the
future (Watson 2010).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
plantations

Biological resource
use

Hunting & trapping
terrestrial animals
(persecution/
control)

Climate change &
severe weather

Habitat shifting &
alteration

Energy production
& mining

Renewable energy

Pollution

Herbicides and
pesticides

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Species mortality
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Whole (>90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Species mortality
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects
Timing
Ongoing

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Unknown

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Transportation &
service corridors

Threat (level 2)
Utility & service
lines

Timing
Ongoing

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Unknown
Stresses

Impact
Unknown

Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. CITES Appendix II. CMS Appendix II. The
banning of poisons and the introduction of legal protection in some areas of its range have permitted the
species to increase or at least stabilize in many countries (Orta et al. 2013).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Enforcement of protection against illegal killings and egg-collecting is needed in many countries. Education
programmes demonstrating the benefits and desirability of maintaining healthy populations of this species
should be implemented. In remote upland areas, general land-use policies should not compromise key feeding
and nesting requirements. There is a particular need to protect extensive areas of wooded peatland in northeast Europe. Further information is required on numbers and the stability of unmonitored populations (Tucker
and Heath 1994).
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