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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as
Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; Estonia; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Macedonia, the former
Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia;
Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Belgium; Denmark; Finland; France; Luxembourg; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; Portugal; Switzerland
Population
The European population is estimated at 16,400-22,100 pairs, which equates to 32,800-44,200 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 11,500-15,400 pairs, which equates to 23,000-30,900
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be
decreasing by less than 25% in 49.8 years (three generations). For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This is a migratory species, migrants leaving their breeding grounds between August and November, and
returning in March and April (Snow and Perrins 1998, Ferguson-Lees and Christie 2001, Meyburg et al.
2014). It relies heavily on soaring flight using thermals, and thus avoids large bodies of water (Meyburg et al.
2014). Birds are generally observed singly or in pairs, but will congregate at plentiful food sources, and

migrate in flocks (Snow and Perrins 1998, Ferguson-Lees and Christie 2001, Porter and Aspinall 2010). It
breeds near forest edges, preferring moist woodland; most nest in lowlands but it is recorded breeding up to
2,200 m in montane areas. Mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians are all taken as prey, with different prey
types predominating in different parts of its range. Egg-laying occurs in late April and early May. Nests are
built in trees, usually close to the forest edge and are a large stick construction, lined with green twigs and
sometimes grass. Eyries are often reused over several years. Normally two eggs are laid (Meyburg et al.
2014).
Habitats & Altitude
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Threats
The main threats posed to this species are through habitat loss (notably the draining of wet forests and
meadows, and on-going deforestation) and hunting (Ferguson-Lees and Christie 2001, Meyburg et al. 2014).
The latter is especially prevalent on migration, with possibly thousands of birds shot annually in southern
Europe (Tucker and Heath 1994). It is also very highly vulnerable to the impacts of potential wind energy
developments (Strix 2012).
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Slow, Significant
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Slow, Significant
Declines
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Ecosystem conversion; Indirect ecosystem effects

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive Annex I. CITES Appendix II. CMS Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. A
European Union Species Action Plan was published in 1997 (Meyburg et al. 1997) and was reviewed in 2010.
There are 98 Important Bird Areas designated for this species in its breeding range. The species is in the Red
Data Books of several countries and is legally protected in all countries where the action plan applies.
National action plans have been developed in Estonia, Slovakia and Ukraine (Barov and Derhé 2010).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Research should focus on monitoring population numbers during migration, identifying major migratory
roosting sites and investigating the habitat requirements, food diversity and conservation measures for this
species. Major roosting areas along the migratory route should be protected and disturbance near nests should
be prevented (Barov and Derhé 2010). Wide-scale conservation measures are needed to protect the breeding
and foraging habitats (Tucker and Heath 1994). Agricultural and farming policies should be sympathetic to
the conservation of this species (Barov and Derhé 2010).
Bibliography
Barov, B. & Derhé, M. (2010). Review of the implementation of species action plans of threatened birds in
the European Union (2004-2010).
Ferguson-Lees, J.; Christie, D. A. 2001. Raptors of the world. Christopher Helm, London.

Bibliography
Meyburg, B-.H., Haraszthy, L., Strazds, H. & Schäffer, N. (1997). European Union Species Action Plan for
Lesser Spotted Eagle (Aquila pomarina).
Meyburg, B.U., Boesman, P. & Marks, J.S. (2014). Lesser Spotted Eagle (Clanga pomarina). In: del Hoyo,
J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D.A. & de Juana, E. (eds.) (2014). Handbook of the Birds of the World
Alive. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. (retrieved from http://www.hbw.com/node/53154 on 13 March 2015).
Porter, R.; Aspinall, S. 2010. Birds of the Middle East. Christopher Helm, London.
Snow, D. W.; Perrins, C. M. 1998. The Birds of the Western Palearctic vol. 1: Non-Passerines. Oxford
University Press, Oxford.
Strix. 2012. Developing and testing the methodology for assessing and mapping the sensitivity of migratory
birds to wind energy development. BirdLife International, Cambridge.
Tucker, G.M. & Heath, M.F. (1994) Birds in Europe: their conservation status. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife
International (BirdLife Conservation Series no. 3).
Map (see overleaf)

