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In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or 
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe 
fragmentation). The population size is very large, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable 
under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline estimated to be 
>10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears 
to be fluctuating, and hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population 
trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated 
as Least Concern in Europe.

In the EU27 the species is undergoing very rapid declines, and it is therefore classified as Endangered 
(A2abcd) and there is not considered to be significant potential for rescue from outside the EU27, so the final 
category is unchanged.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; 
Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; 
Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; 
Norway; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; 
Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Cyprus; Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Liechtenstein; Malta; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to 
NO)

Population
The European population is estimated at 37,200-79,200 pairs, which equates to 74,400-158,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 2,200-9,200 pairs, which equates to 4,400-18,400 
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be fluctuating. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be 
stable, but I estimated to have decreased in the past by 50-79% in 30 years (three generations). For details of 
national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is typically found in tundra, mainly treeless, although also wooded tundra and even extreme 
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northern taiga, particularly in years of lemming and vole abundance. In the winter, it is often in areas more 
modified by humans, such as pastures, hayfields and croplands, but still mainly in open terrain such as 
prairies, marshes and shrublands. Egg-laying normally occurs from May to June. Nests are built on vantage 
points; normally high on cliffs, rocky outcrops or riverbanks, preferring protected ledges but infrequently uses 
trees and slopes.  The nest is a bulky nest of sticks or twigs, lined with grass, sedges, hair and feathers. 
Clutches are usually three to five eggs. It feeds principally on mammals, mainly voles and lemmings. It will 
also take small birds, fish, insects and carrion. The species is migratory (Orta et al. 2015).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable non-breeding
Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Grassland - Tundra suitable breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) major breeding
Shrubland - Boreal suitable breeding
Shrubland - Temperate suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable non-breeding
Altitude max. 1200 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
In Sweden many birds were recovered in the area where they were rung due to hunting; illegal shooting may 
be a problem in some areas. It also suffers mortality from collisions with cars and electrocution from 
powerlines (Mebs and Schmidt 2006). The species may also suffer reduced reproductive success from 
fluctuating weather caused by climate change (Pokrovsky et al. 2012).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(persecution/
control)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Whole (>90%) Negligible declines Medium Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Climate change & 
severe weather

Habitat shifting & 
alteration

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Whole (>90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Transportation & 
service corridors

Roads & railroads Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Transportation & 
service corridors

Utility & service 
lines

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CITES Appendix II. CMS Appendix II. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
The conservation of suitable habitat and sufficient prey is important. Roads should not be built through these 
areas to minimise collisions and disturbance. Illegal hunting should be stopped and powerlines modified to 
make them safe (Mebs and Schmidt 2006).
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