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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

At both European and EU27 scales this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three 
generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and 
hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% 
decline over ten years or three generations).

For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
France; Portugal; Spain
Vagrant:
Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Czech Republic; Denmark; Germany; Greece; Italy; Netherlands; Poland; 
Romania; Switzerland; Turkey; Gibraltar (to UK)

Population
The European population is estimated at 1,100-2,600 pairs, which equates to 2,200-5,300 mature individuals. 
The entire population is found in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
Northern populations of this species make long-distance migratory movements, travelling southwards to their 
wintering grounds between August and November and returning to their breeding areas between March and 
April (Hayman et al. 1986). In more temperate regions the species is sedentary or only locally dispersive 
(Pierce and Boesman 2013). The species breeds solitarily or in loose colonies of 2–50 or occasionally up to 
several hundred pairs (Urban et al. 1986, Pierce and Boesman 2013). It is typically a gregarious species, 
occurring in small groups (Snow and Perrins 1998) (up to 15 individuals) (Urban et al. 1986, Pierce and 
Boesman 2013) or larger flocks of several hundred up to a thousand individuals on migration, during the 
winter (Urban et al. 1986, Snow and Perrins 1998) and at nightly roosts (Urban et al. 1986).

The species typically breeds in shallow freshwater and brackish wetlands with sand, mud or clay substrates 
and open margins, islets or spits near water level (Snow and Perrins 1998). Suitable habitats include marshes 
and swamps, shallow lake edges, riverbeds, flooded fields, sewage ponds (Pierce and Boesman 2013), 
irrigated areas and fish-ponds (Snow and Perrins 1998). The species may also breed around alkaline and high-
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altitude (montane) lakes (Pierce and Boesman 2013) or in more saline environments such as river deltas, 
estuaries (Snow and Perrins 1998), coastal lagoons (Johnsgard 1981, Snow and Perrins 1998) and shallow 
coastal pools with extensive areas of mudflats, salt meadows (Johnsgard 1981), saltpans, coastal marshes 
(Pierce and Boesman 2013) and swamps (Snow and Perrins 1998). Outside of the breeding season the species 
occupies the shores of large inland waterbodies and estuarine or coastal habitats (Pierce and Boesman 2013) 
such as river deltas (Snow and Perrins 1998), coastal lagoons (Johnsgard 1981, Snow and Perrins 1998) and 
shallow freshwater or brackish pools with extensive areas of mudflats, salt meadows (Johnsgard 1981), 
saltpans, coastal marshes (Pierce and Boesman 2013) and swamps (Snow and Perrins 1998). Its diet is 
strongly seasonal but generally includes adult and larval aquatic insects (e.g., Coleoptera, Ephemeroptera, 
Trichoptera, Hemiptera, Odonata, Diptera, Neuroptera and Lepidoptera), molluscs, crustaceans, spiders, 
oligochaete and polychaete worms, tadpoles (Pierce and Boesman 2013) and amphibian spawn (Urban et al. 
1986), small fish, fish eggs (Pierce and Boesman 2013) and occasionally seeds (Urban et al. 1986). The nest 
is a depression or shallow scrape positioned on hard ground near water on a hummock (Flint et al. 1984) or 
amongst grass and sedge (Pierce and Boesman 2013). Alternatively the nest may be a more elaborate platform 
of vegetation (Snow and Perrins 1998) constructed on a floating mass of aquatic vegetation. The species nests 
singly or in loose colonies (Pierce and Boesman 2013), showing a preference for open areas close to foraging 
sites with good all-round (360 degree) visibility (Johnsgard 1981).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Aquaculture Ponds suitable breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Irrigated Land (includes irrigation channels) suitable breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Wastewater Treatment Areas suitable breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over ha) suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable non-breeding
Forest - Boreal major breeding
Forest - Temperate major breeding
Marine Intertidal - Mud Flats and Salt Flats suitable breeding
Marine Neritic - Estuaries suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Marshes/Pools suitable breeding
Altitude 0-2000 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Locally, populations are heavily impacted by annual rainfall. In eastern Europe (e.g. in Greece, Hungary and 
Bulgaria) declines are attributed to the loss of wetland habitats (Pierce and Boesman 2013). Disturbance by 
people and fluctuating water levels are also a threat to the species (Tinarelli 1992). In some areas, housing and 
commercial development threaten the wetland habitats of this species (Goutner and Papakostas 1992).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
plantations

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(persecution/
control)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Biological resource 
use

Logging & wood 
harvesting 
(unintentional 
effects: (large scale) 
[harvest])

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Climate change & 
severe weather

Storms & flooding Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Causing/Could 

cause fluctuations
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality; Reduced reproductive success

Energy production 
& mining

Renewable energy Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Species mortality

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Recreational 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance

Pollution Herbicides and 
pesticides

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Housing & urban 
areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
The species is listed on Annex I of the EU Birds Directive and Annex II of the Bern Convention. A network 
of protected wetlands in western Europe is providing secure breeding and feeding grounds for the species 
(Pierce and Boesman 2013).

Conservation Actions Proposed
Pollution of wetland habitats, land reclamation, infrastructure development and human disturbance at 
breeding sites needs to be stopped. Abandonment of salt pans should be reversed.
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