
Stercorarius pomarinus -- (Temminck, 1815)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- CHARADRIIFORMES -- STERCORARIIDAE
Common names: Pomarine Jaeger; Labbe pomarin; Pomarine Skua

European Red List Assessment
European Red List Status

LC -- Least Concern, (IUCN version 3.1)

Assessment Information
Year published: 2015
Date assessed: 2015-03-31
Assessor(s): BirdLife International
Reviewer(s): Symes, A.
Compiler(s): Ashpole, J., Burfield, I., Ieronymidou, C., Pople, R., Tarzia, M., Wheatley, H. & Wright, L.
Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Evaluated (NE)

This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the 
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified 
population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing 
sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten 
years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

The species is Not Evaluated (NE) for the EU27 region as winter (non-breeding season) data were not 
available.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Austria; Azerbaijan; Belgium; Bulgaria; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to 
DK); Finland; France; Germany; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; 
Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Slovakia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; United Kingdom; 
Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Croatia; Greece; Latvia; Luxembourg; Montenegro; Serbia; Slovenia; 
Turkey

Population
The European population is estimated at 20,000 pairs, which equates to 40,000 mature individuals. The 
species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is marine outside the breeding season, remaining somewhat coastal, especially in upwelling 
regions of the tropics and subtropics. It breeds on Arctic tundra, favouring low-lying moss tundra with pools, 
and hummocky areas in moist bogs. Breeding begins in June at scattered sites across the tundra where 
lemming concentrations are high. Individuals are highly territorial. The nest is an unlined scrape and is 
inconspicuous. Clutches are normally two eggs. Whilst breeding it specialises on catching lemmings which 
frequently constitute over 90% of their diet, also feeding on young waders and gamebirds, bird eggs and 
carrion. In winter it takes fish, sometimes by kleptoparasitism, small seabirds, and scavenges on carrion. 
Outside the breeding season, it migrates south, including long migrations over land (Furness 1996).
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Grassland - Tundra major breeding
Marine Neritic - Macroalgal/Kelp major non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Pelagic suitable non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Seagrass (Submerged) major non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Subtidal Loose Rock/pebble/gravel major non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Subtidal Rock and Rocky Reefs major non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Subtidal Sandy major non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Subtidal Sandy-Mud major non-breeding
Marine Oceanic - Epipelagic (m) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Tundra Wetlands (incl. pools and temporary waters from 
snowmelt)

major breeding

Altitude max. 300 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The breeding success of this species is dependent on lemming abundance. Predation of eggs and chicks by 
Arctic foxes (Alopex lagopus) and Snowy Owls (Nyctea scandiaca) occurs but is not a serious threat as this 
species is large enough to drive off nest predators (Furness 1996).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are currently no known significant conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently thought to be required for this species.
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