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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU°)

In Europe this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable 
under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or fluctuating 
range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe fragmentation). 
The population size may be small, but it is not believed to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the 
population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline estimated to be >10% in ten 
years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, 
and hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion 
(>30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least 
Concern in Europe.

In the EU27 the small population size qualifies as Endangered, but as population size is increasing and the 
wider European population is stable, the final category is adjusted down one category to Vulnerable (VU° D).

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Cyprus; Greece; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Turkey
Vagrant:
Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; Germany; Hungary; Italy; Malta; Montenegro; Romania; 
Serbia; Slovakia; Spain; Ukraine

Population
The European population is estimated at 1,100-1,600 pairs, which equates to 2,100-3,200 mature individuals. 
The population in the EU27 is estimated at 70-120 pairs, which equates to 140-240 mature individuals. For 
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be 
increasing. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species frequents dry ground (Wiersma and Kirwan 2012) close to fresh or saline (Hayman et al. 1986) 
pools, lakes, rivers, lagoons (Wiersma and Kirwan 2012) or marshes, as well as burnt grassland, cultivated, 
flooded or irrigated fields (Hayman et al. 1986, Wiersma and Kirwan 2012), saltflats by alkaline lakes (Urban 
et al. 1986), mudflats, sandflats, beaches, dunes (Wiersma and Kirwan 2012) and coastal saltpans (Hayman et 
al. 1986). The species nests from March to September in the eastern Mediterranean region (Hayman et al. 
1986), in solitary pairs or loose colonies. The nest is placed in a shallow natural depression in rock lined with 
pebbles or is a shallow scrape on dry bare ground, either unlined or lined with grass or other plant material 
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and debris, or with a rim of earth, small shells or stones. Also nests on mud. Its diet consists predominantly of 
adult and larval insects (e.g. beetles, grasshoppers, Diptera, midges, termites and ants) as well as spiders and 
occasionally crustaceans, molluscs, small lizards, tadpoles, adult frogs, fish and seeds. Breeders in the eastern 
Mediterranean region are fully migratory and disperse south to Africa for the winter (Wiersma and Kirwan 
2012).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below ha) suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable breeding
Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry suitable breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Sand Dunes suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Mud Flats and Salt Flats suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Sandy Shoreline and/or Beaches, Sand Bars, Spits, Etc suitable breeding
Marine Intertidal - Shingle and/or Pebble Shoreline and/or Beaches suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Lakes and 
Flats

suitable breeding

Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The species has suffered from past declines as a result of the loss of natural and semi-natural saltmarsh 
habitats. The species is locally exposed to hunting pressures (Wiersma and Kirwan 2012).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(intentional use - 
species is the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Housing & urban 
areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Likely to 
Return

Majority (50-90%) Rapid Declines Past Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex II. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are no known current 
conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Ensure adequate protection and expansion of its steppe habitat. Legislation on hunting should be developed 
and enforced. Studies to develop understanding of its ecology, threats and their impact should be undertaken.
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