Phalaropus lobatus -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- CHARADRIIFORMES -- SCOLOPACIDAE
Common names: Red-necked Phalarope; Phalarope à bec étroit
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to
DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Germany; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Latvia; Netherlands; Norway; Svalbard
and Jan Mayen (to NO); Poland; Russian Federation; Spain; Sweden; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Armenia; Austria; Bulgaria; Croatia; Georgia; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Luxembourg; Malta; Moldova;
Montenegro; Portugal; Romania; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Switzerland; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 295,000-639,000 males, which equates to 590,000-1,280,000 mature
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 20,000-34,000 males, which equates to 40,000-68,000
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species breeds from the coast to interior of Arctic on tundra, forest tundra and Scandinavian alpine
tundra, at or near lakes and pools with marshy margins, often overgrown with grass, sedges and moss;
sparsely vegetated lava deserts in Iceland; coastal moorland; often in floodplains of large rivers or on islets;
also Polygonum bogs (Van Gils et al. 2014). During migration, the species uses inland saline and hypersaline
lakes. It winters at sea, in upwelling zones and ocean slicks with high availability of plankton. During the
breeding season it feeds chiefly on insects, as well as beetles, caddisflies, ants and bugs; also other small

invertebrates, and some seeds. On saline lakes it feeds on brine-flies (Ephydra), mostly larval. During its
pelagic non-breeding period, it feeds mainly on euphausiids and calanoid copepods. It forages by swimming,
wading and walking, pecking at prey at the water surface, from vegetation or mud, or rapidly lunges at prey
just below water surface (Van Gils et al. 2014)
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)

Importance

Grassland - Tundra
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Lakes
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Tundra Wetlands (incl. pools and temporary waters from
snowmelt)
Altitude

Occurrence
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding
breeding

major
suitable
suitable
major
suitable
suitable
suitable
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The species faces ongoing changes to habitat caused by increasing temperatures and impact of climate change
(Huntley et al. 2007). Habitat destruction, including from peat extraction could also impact the species during
its breeding stage. Coastal dredging could also reduce available habitat and prey while at sea (O'Brien et al.
1997). It is vulnerable to invasive alien predators (Biodiversity in Sweden 2012), as well as human
disturbance on its breeding grounds.
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Climate change &
severe weather

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Unknown
Unknown
Stresses
Indirect ecosystem effects; Species disturbance
Human intrusions & Recreational
Timing
Scope
Severity
disturbance
activities
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Unknown
Stresses
Species disturbance
Invasive and other Unspecified species
Timing
Scope
Severity
problematic
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Causing/Could
species, genes &
cause fluctuations
diseases
Stresses
Natural system
modifications

Threat (level 2)
Temperature
extremes

Other ecosystem
modifications

Timing
Ongoing

Scope
Unknown

Severity
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Impact
Unknown

Impact
Unknown

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Unknown

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
This species is found on Annex I of the EU Birds Directive.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Key areas of habitat should be protected from alteration and disturbance. Control of alien predators may be
necessary in some areas.
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