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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable 
under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified 
population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three 
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bulgaria; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; 
Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Slovakia; Spain; 
Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Armenia; Croatia; Ireland, Rep. of; Montenegro; Serbia

Population
The European population is estimated at 58,100-167,000 pairs, which equates to 116,000-333,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 6,400-11,600 pairs, which equates to 12,800-23,200 
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species is a full migrant, migrating on a broad front (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996) overland across the 
full width of Europe, North Africa and the Middle East (Snow and Perrins 1998). This species breeds in arctic 
tundra, shrub tundra and forest tundra along flood-plains (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996), although it avoids 
extremely cold conditions and exposed coasts (Snow and Perrins 1998). It is mainly found near coastal inlets, 
fjords, deltas, rivers or streams from sea level to 250 m, but also occurs up to 1,200 m inland (Snow and 
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Perrins 1998) on flat, clear ground with little vegetation, areas covered with short grass and interspersed with 
patches of scrub (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996), areas with grasses, sedges or Empetrum, and scrub willow or 
birch thickets with sandy or gravelly stretches (Johnsgard 1981). Both dry and wet areas are used, but habitats 
with elevated locations such as boulders or buildings are preferred because of their use as song perches 
(Johnsgard 1981). In Scandinavia the species also breeds near fishing huts and houses, and in industrial 
workings (Ronka 1996). Outside of the breeding season the species inhabits inland freshwater wetlands such 
as flood-lands, irrigated fields, sewage farms, densely vegetated wetlands (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996, Snow 
and Perrins 1998), ditches, muddy marshes and lake edges (Urban et al. 1986), and on the coast shows a 
strong preference for mudflats in sheltered inlets, estuaries and saltmarshes, whilst tending to avoid open and 
sandy beaches (Snow and Perrins 1998). On the breeding grounds and in inland habitats the diet of this 
species consists primarily of insects and their larvae (especially beetles and Diptera such as craneflies and 
midges) (Johnsgard 1981, Van Gils and Wiersma 1996), as well as the occasional plant matter. On the coasts 
the species takes annelids, crustaceans (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996) (such as sand fleas) (Johnsgard 1981) 
and small molluscs (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996). The nest is a shallow cup (Snow and Perrins 1998) on the 
ground in the open or amongst low vegetation (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996, Snow and Perrins 1998), often at 
the base of small willows, junipers or other shrubs (Johnsgard 1981).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Canals and Drainage Channels, Ditches suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Irrigated Land (includes irrigation channels) suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Wastewater Treatment Areas suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens suitable breeding
Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Seasonally Wet/Flooded suitable non-breeding
Grassland - Tundra major breeding
Marine Intertidal - Mud Flats and Salt Flats suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Salt Marshes (Emergent Grasses) suitable non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Estuaries suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable non-breeding
Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
This species is threatened by nest predation (Koivula and Ronka 1998, Ronka et al. 2006) from Common Gull 
(Larus canus) and Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) (Ronka et al. 2006), as well as from Hooded Crow 
(Corvus corone cornix), weasel (Mustela nivalis), American Mink (Mustela vison) and fox (Vulpes vulpes) in 
Finland (Ronka 1996). It is also threatened in its Scandinavian breeding range by shrinkage and deterioration 
of suitable habitats (due to eutrophication and the overgrazing of shore meadows), and by increased human 
recreational disturbance due to the building up of breeding sites (trampling and disturbance often lead to 
increased hatchling predation and abandonment of nests) (Ronka 1996). The species is also susceptible to 
avian influenza and may therefore be threatened by future outbreaks of the virus (Melville and Shortridge 
2006).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Climate change & 
severe weather

Habitat shifting & 
alteration

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Whole (>90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Recreational 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality; Species disturbance



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

American Mink 
(Neovison vison)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Avian Influenza 
Virus (H subtype)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Minority (<50%) Rapid Declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Unspecified species Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
The species is listed on Annex II of the Bern Convention.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Recreation, pollution of wetland habitats, land reclamation, infrastructure development and human 
disturbance at shore meadows needs to be stopped.

Bibliography
Johnsgard, P.A. 1981. The plovers, sandpipers and snipes of the world. University of Nebraska Press, 
Lincoln, U.S.A. and London.
Koivula, K. and Ronka, A. 1998. Habitat deterioration and efficiiency of antipredator strategy in a meadow-
breeding wader, Temminck's Stint (Calidris temminckii). Oecologia 116(3): 348-355.
Melville, D.S. and Shortridge, K.F. 2006. Migratory waterbirds and avian influenza in the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway with particular reference to the 2003-2004 H5N1 outbreak. In: Boere, G., Galbraith, C., 
Stroud, D. (ed.), Waterbirds around the world, pp. 432-438. The Stationary Office, Edinburgh, U.K.
Ronka, A. 1996. Distribution, status and population trends in the Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii in the 
Finnish Bothnian Bay. Ornis Fennica 73(1): 1-11.
Ronka, A., Kiovula, K., Ojenen, M., Parkanen, V.M., Pohjoismaki, M., Rannikko, K. and Rauhula, P. 2006. 
Increased nest predation in a declining and threatened Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii population. Ibis 
148(1): 55-65.
Snow, D.W. and Perrins, C.M. 1998. The Birds of the Western Palearctic vol. 1: Non-Passerines. Oxford 
University Press, Oxford.
Urban, E.K., Fry, C.H. and Keith, S. 1986. The birds of Africa vol. II. Academic Press, London.
Van Gils, J. and Wiersma, P. 1996. Temminck's Stint (Calidris temminckii). In: del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., 
Sargatal, J., Christie, D.A. and de Juana, E. (eds.) 2014. Handbook of the Birds of the World Alive. Lynx 
Edicions, Barcelona. (retrieved from http://www.hbw.com/node/53928 on 15 April 2015).

Map (see overleaf)




