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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Endangered (EN)

In Europe this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable 
under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or fluctuating 
range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe fragmentation). 
The population size is very large, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the 
population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline estimated to be >10% in ten 
years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend 
appears to be decreasing, the decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these 
reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

In the EU27 the species is undergoing very rapid declines, and it is therefore classified as Endangered (A2abc
+3bc+4abc). Since the wider European population is also decreasing, there is not considered to be significant 
potential for rescue from outside the EU27 and the final category is unchanged.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; 
Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; 
Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; 
Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO); Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian 
Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to 
UK)
Vagrant:
Belarus; Liechtenstein; Luxembourg; Slovenia

Population
The European population is estimated at 35,900-77,100 pairs, which equates to 71,800-154,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 3,000-4,600 pairs, which equates to 5,900-9,200 
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 21.9 years (three generations). 
In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by 50-79% over the same period. For details of 
national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
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This species is fully migratory (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996). It breeds from May to early-August (Hayman et 
al. 1986), although several pairs may nest close together in optimal habitats (Johnsgard 1981) along coasts or 
on islands (Snow and Perrins 1998). The species migrates in large flocks (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996) and is 
gregarious and sociable when feeding or roosting in winter (Snow and Perrins 1998), often foraging in close 
flocks of 10?100 or more individuals, especially in tidal areas (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996). The species 
breeds near the coast or up to several kilometres inland (Snow and Perrins 1998) in the high Arctic (Hayman 
et al. 1986), nesting on coastal plains, marshes and tundra (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996) and showing a 
preference for mosaics of bare rock, clay or shingle and vegetation near water (Snow and Perrins 1998) or in 
areas that remain damp until late summer (Johnsgard 1981). Outside of the breeding season the species is 
mainly coastal, although on migration it may occur inland along dykes or on lake shores (Van Gils and 
Wiersma 1996). During the winter it frequents productive rocky and shingle shores (Hayman et al. 1986, Van 
Gils and Wiersma 1996), breakwaters, short-grass saltmarshes, sheltered inlets, estuaries, mudflats with beds 
of molluscs (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996), sandy beaches with storm-wrecked seaweed (Hayman et al. 1986, 
Van Gils and Wiersma 1996). On its Arctic breeding grounds the species takes Diptera (especially adult and 
larval midges) as well as larval Lepidoptera, Hymenoptera, Coleoptera and spiders, occasionally also taking 
vegetable matter early in the season. Outside of the breeding season its diet consists of insects, crustaceans, 
molluscs, annelids, echinoderms, small fish, carrion and birds eggs. The nest is a shallow depression (Van 
Gils and Wiersma 1996) in mud, peat or on dry ground (Johnsgard 1981) with dense vegetation (Van Gils and 
Wiersma 1996), often positioned on a slight ridge, hummock or tussock, or in a cleft or shallow fissure (Snow 
and Perrins 1998). The species usually nests solitarily, although neighbouring pairs may nest as little as 15 m 
apart along coasts or on islands (where abundant feeding habitats are available) (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Grassland - Tundra major breeding
Marine Intertidal - Mud Flats and Salt Flats suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Rocky Shoreline suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Salt Marshes (Emergent Grasses) suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Sandy Shoreline and/or Beaches, Sand Bars, Spits, Etc suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Shingle and/or Pebble Shoreline and/or Beaches suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Tidepools suitable non-breeding
Marine Neritic - Estuaries suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Tundra Wetlands (incl. pools and temporary waters from 
snowmelt)

major breeding

Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The species suffers nest predation from feral American Mink (Neovison vison) in some regions (Nordstrom et 
al. 2003), and is susceptible to avian influenza so may be threatened by future outbreaks of the virus (Melville 
and Shortridge 2006).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Climate change & 
severe weather

Habitat shifting & 
alteration

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Whole (>90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Recreational 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

American Mink 
(Neovison vison)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Avian Influenza 
Virus (H subtype)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Likely to 
Return

Whole (>90%) Rapid Declines Past Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Commercial & 
industrial areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Housing & urban 
areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
The species is listed on Annex II of the Bern Convention.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Removing feral American Mink (Neovison vison) from a large archipelago with many small islands in the 
Baltic Sea had the result of increasing the breeding density of this species in the area (Nordstrom et al. 2003).
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