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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Critically Endangered (CR)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or 
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe 
fragmentation). The population size may be moderately small to large, but it is not believed to approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing 
decline estimated to be >10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). 
Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the decline is not believed to be 
sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (>30% 
decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in 
Europe.

In the EU27 the tiny declining population qualifies as Critically Endangered. Since the species is declining 
within the EU27 region and the wider European population is decreasing, there is not considered to be 
significant potential for rescue from outside the EU27 and the final category is unchanged.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Estonia; Finland; Georgia; Italy; Latvia; Moldova; Russian 
Federation; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Belgium; Bulgaria; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. 
of; Lithuania; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Romania; Slovakia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; United 
Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 15,500-50,700 pairs, which equates to 30,900-101,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 3-6 pairs, which equates to 6-12 mature individuals. 
For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 19.2 years (three generations). 
In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by 25% or more in 6.4 years (one generation). 
For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in lowland valleys in northern boreal forest and tundra, especially on floodplains with 
flooded meadows and marshes, and where overgrown moist grasslands alternate with willow scrub (Van Gils 
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and Wiersma 1996, Snow and Perrins 1998). It also frequents lakesides and marshy banks of streams, and 
extends to the coasts of sheltered seas in the Baltic. The species avoids mountains, fast rocky streams, steep or 
broken terrain, extensive open spaces and tall dense forest (Snow and Perrins 1998). During migration the 
species may stop-over at inland freshwater wetlands (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996), such as muddy lakes or 
river edges (Urban et al. 1986). Breeding occurs between May and June and is semi-colonial (Van Gils and 
Wiersma 1996), but the species is mainly solitary outside of the breeding season (Snow and Perrins 1998). 
The nest is a shallow depression close to water either in the open, or sheltered by short grasses (Urban et al. 
1986). Clutch size is normally four eggs. On its breeding grounds the diet of this species consists mainly of 
adult and larval midges (Diptera) as well as seeds. On migration the diet of this species is more varied, 
consisting of a variety of insects, small molluscs, crustaceans (including crabs), spiders and annelid worms. 
This species is a full migrant, moving south from late July to August. The Finnish population flies across 
eastern Europe and crosses the Mediterranean and Sahara non-stop (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Shrubland - Subarctic suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable passage
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable passage
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Tundra Wetlands (incl. pools and temporary waters from 
snowmelt)

suitable breeding

Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The breeding success of this species is not well known, but there are indications that an overall increase of 
common gulls, crows and mammalian predators has led to increased nest predation. Anthropogenic habitats in 
the wood processing industry are subject to unpredictable changes that can drive small range populations to 
extinction within a short period of time. Historically there are indications of illegal egg collection at the 
breeding sites (HELCOM 2012).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
plantations

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Rapid Declines Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(intentional use - 
species is the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Past, Likely to 
Return

Minority (<50%) Unknown Past Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Climate change & 
severe weather

Habitat shifting & 
alteration

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Whole (>90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Mew Gull (Larus 
canus)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Species mortality

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Unspecified crows 
(CORVIDAE)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Species mortality



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Unspecified species Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Species mortality

Natural system 
modifications

Abstraction of 
surface water 
(unknown use)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Natural system 
modifications

Other ecosystem 
modifications

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. CMS Appendix II. There are no known current 
conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Research into population and migratory movements should be started in order to reveal the wintering sites. 
More efforts are needed to locate all breeding sites in the Bothnian Bay. At anthropogenic breeding sites, 
authorities should be aware of the presence of the species and its legal status (HELCOM 2012).
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