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In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or 
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe 
fragmentation). The population size may be moderately small to large, but it is not believed to approach the 
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing 
decline estimated to be >10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). The 
population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing sufficiently rapidly to 
approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or three 
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

In the EU27 the very small population size qualifies as Endangered and there is not considered to be 
significant potential for rescue from outside the EU27, so the final category is unchanged.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech 
Republic; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Macedonia, the 
former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; 
Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Belgium; Denmark; Germany; Ireland, Rep. of; Luxembourg; Netherlands; Norway; Portugal; Sweden; 
United Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 12,100-30,300 pairs, which equates to 24,100-60,600 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 20-70 pairs, which equates to 40-140 mature 
individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. 
For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species inhabits warm inland wetlands from open steppe to boreal forest, including shallow freshwater 
and brackish marshlands, grassy or marshy lake-edges (Johnsgard 1981), river valleys, flooded meadows 
(Snow and Perrins 1998) and occasionally salt-lakes (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996). Outside of the breeding 
season the species typically occurs on the margins of inland freshwater and brackish wetlands such as rice 
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paddy-fields, swamps, salt-pans, salt-marshes, sewage works and marshy lake-edges, and although it is rare 
on open coastlines it can occasionally be found on estuaries, lagoons and intertidal mudflats (Urban et al. 
1986, Van Gils and Wiersma 1996, Hockey et al. 2005). It occupies its breeding areas by mid-April to mid-
May (Snow and Perrins 1998). It usually nests solitarily or in loose colonies with pairs spaced less than 10 m 
apart (Hayman et al. 1986). The nest of this species is a shallow depression (Snow and Perrins 1998), often on 
a mound at the marshy edge of a lagoon, lake or pool (Johnsgard 1981). Clutches are typically four eggs. This 
species is carnivorous, its diet consisting of small fish, crustaceans, molluscs, and both aquatic and terrestrial 
insects (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996). This species is a full migrant, travelling overland on a broad front to 
winter in the Mediterranean and sub-Saharan Africa through the Persian Gulf and southern Asia to Indonesia 
and Australia. The main passage to and from Russia is believed to occur east of the Black Sea (Snow and 
Perrins 1998), with only a few birds crossing Europe (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Irrigated Land (includes irrigation channels) suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below ha) suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Wastewater Treatment Areas suitable non-breeding
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Brackish/Saline Lagoons/Marine Lakes suitable non-breeding
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Freshwater Lakes suitable non-breeding
Marine Intertidal - Mud Flats and Salt Flats suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable non-breeding
Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The species has disappeared as a breeding bird from eastern Europe, Belarus, Moldova and Russia as a result 
of steppe habitat losses due to agricultural intensification (such as increased ploughing (Tomkovich 1992)), 
and possibly also due to egg-collecting (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996). It may be susceptible to future 
outbreaks of avian botulism (Blaker 1967, van Heerden 1974), partly due to its choice of habitat (it often 
shows a preference for sewage works) (Hockey et al. 2005).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Annual & perennial 
non-timber crops 
(scale unknown/
unrecorded)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(intentional use - 
species is the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality; Reduced reproductive success

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Clostridium 
botulinum

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Minority (<50%) Rapid Declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
There are no current conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Adequate protection and expansion of its steppe habitat should be ensured. Legislation regulating egg 
collecting should be developed and enforced. Studies to develop understanding of its ecology, threats and 
their impact should be undertaken to inform future conservation measures.
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