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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the 
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population 
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as 
Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the 
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population 
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as 
Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; 
Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; 
Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, 
the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; 
Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Canary Is. (to ES); Sweden; Switzerland; 
Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom; Gibraltar (to UK)
Origin Uncertain:
Greenland (to DK)
Vagrant:
Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO)

Population
The European population is estimated at 2,670,000-5,060,000 pairs, which equates to 5,350,000-10,100,000 
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 379,000-699,000 pairs, which equates to 
757,000-1,400,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 14.4 years 
(three generations). For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
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Habitats and Ecology
This species is mostly migratory, wintering in Europe and Africa. Some populations are sedentary or partially 
migratory, e.g. British Isles. The birds move quickly from breeding grounds to moulting areas, and after a few 
weeks quickly migrate to the wintering grounds. The species shows a high degree of site fidelity at staging 
sites. Birds wintering in the Afrotropics thought to be from Russia, crossing the Sahara on a broad front. 
European and Atlantic birds move to southern and western Europe. The species seems to have shifted its main 
moulting grounds from continental (particularly Netherlands) to Britain since late 1950s. Autumn passage is 
from late July to November, with arrival in Northern Africa mainly late September to early October. Most 
birds leave Africa for spring migration in March; crossing Europe from March to early May. The males 
typically arrive on the breeding grounds 10–14 days before the females. The species breeds in open fresh or 
brackish marshland with rich or tussocky vegetation, grassy or marshy edges of lakes and rivers, wet hay 
fields, swampy meadows and marshy tundra, in forest tundra and extreme northern taiga zones. The species 
breeds in general in areas providing combination of grassy cover and moist soils, rich in organic matter. 
Outside breeding season, generally occupies similar habitats, with more use of man-made habitats, e.g. 
sewage farms and rice fields, upper reaches of estuaries and coastal meadows. Its diet includes larval insects 
(10–80%), adult insects, earthworms, small crustaceans, small gastropods and spiders. Plant fibres and seeds 
are consumed in smaller quantities. It feeds by vertical and rhythmic probing in substrate, often without 
removing the bill from the soil. It typically forages in small groups. Laying April-June. Monogamous, but 
both sexes show high degree of promiscuity. Territorial; densities up to 10–38 (even 110) pairs/km2. Nest 
usually on dry spot, covered by grasses, rushes, sedges or sphagnum. High proportion of the nests may be 
predated or trampled by cattle (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below ha) suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Seasonally Flooded Agricultural Land suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Wastewater Treatment Areas suitable non-breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over ha) suitable non-breeding
Forest - Boreal suitable breeding
Marine Neritic - Estuaries suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable resident
Wetlands (inland) - Tundra Wetlands (incl. pools and temporary waters from 
snowmelt)

suitable breeding

Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
The decline noted in breeding populations of Europe is probably chiefly due to habitat changes, especially 
drainage. In Schleswig-Holstein, northern Germany, a decline was observed from 13,000 pairs in 1970 to 
1,500 in 1992. A very high decline of 99–100%, followed the improvement of marginal grasslands in 
northern England. Low water levels shorten the period of food availability in pastures, due to the lower 
penetrability of soil, and thereby strongly influence the length of breeding season. Careful manipulation of 
water levels may allow improvement of breeding success (Van Gils and Wiersma 1996).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
farming

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(motivation 
unknown/
unrecorded)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Species mortality



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Climate change & 
severe weather

Droughts Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Invasive and other 
problematic 
species, genes & 
diseases

Unspecified species Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Natural system 
modifications

Abstraction of 
surface water 
(commercial use)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Natural system 
modifications

Other ecosystem 
modifications

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Unknown Unknown

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation; Species disturbance

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
The species is listed on Annex II (A) and III (B) of the EU Birds Directive.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Drainage of freshwater wetland habitats needs to be stopped and reversed. Marginal grasslands need to be 
restored.
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