Gallinago media -- (Latham, 1787)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- CHARADRIIFORMES -- SCOLOPACIDAE
Common names: Great Snipe; Bécassine double
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Vulnerable (VU)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe
fragmentation). The population size is very large, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable
under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline estimated to be
>10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the
population trend appears to be decreasing, the decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
In the EU27 this species has a small, declining population and is therefore classified as Vulnerable (C1).
Since the wider European population is also decreasing, there is not considered to be significant potential for
rescue from outside the EU27 and the final category is unchanged.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania;
Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Norway; Poland; Romania;
Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Sweden; Turkey; Ukraine
Origin Uncertain:
Austria; Liechtenstein; Switzerland
Vagrant:
Belgium; Ireland, Rep. of; Luxembourg; Netherlands; Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO); Portugal; Spain;
United Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 62,500-145,000 calling or lekking males, which equates to
125,000-291,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 2,400-3,700 calling or
lekking males, which equates to 4,700-7,300 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing at a rate less than 25% in 14.4 years (three
generations). In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be decreasing by at least 10% over the same
period. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species's nesting habitats include floodplain and tussock meadows, natural fens with scattered bushes
and peatlands up to 1,200 m (J. Ash in litt. 1999) in lowland interior taiga and wooded tundra (Cramp and
Simmons 1983). In the Scandinavian mountains it breeds along the tree line. It shows a preference for habitats
rich in sub-surface invertebrates and medium density scrub cover for nesting, often in wide river valleys (Van
Gils et al. 2013). It is also tolerant of wooded and on occasion well-drained sites that adjoin bogs or marshes
(Cramp and Simmons 1983). On migration it occurs in drier meadows but also on sedge marshes with
Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago).
It breeds from mid-May to early-July and nests solitarily. It has a polygamous mating system, with males
forming leks after sunset (Van Gils et al. 2013) from May to July and each lek holding 5–30 males (Johnsgard
1981). The nest is a shallow depression in the ground, filled with some moss or grass, in thick vegetation,
usually completely concealed, but sometimes more open. Clutches are normally four eggs. Its diet consists
predominantly of earthworms as well as gastropods, adult and larval terrestrial insects (beetles, tipulids), and
the seeds of marsh plants. This species is migratory, however, some birds irregularly winter in north-west
Europe and southern Scandinavia. It departs from its breeding grounds from early-August onwards and the
return, northward migration occurs on a broad front across Africa between March and April (Van Gils et al.
2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Grassland - Subarctic
Grassland - Temperate
Grassland - Tundra
Shrubland - Boreal
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Altitude
0-1200 m

Importance
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suitable
suitable
suitable
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
Rapid declines in the southern forest and forest-steppe zones of Russia and Ukraine are largely a result of the
destruction and deterioration of nesting habitats. The main causes of habitat loss are conversion to intensive
agriculture (Kålås et al. 1997), wetland drainage and the submergence of river valleys during the creation of
reservoirs. It is also hunted in eastern Europe (Kålås 2004), with reports of several thousand killed in just
15-20 days in Amasia, Armenia (L. Balyan in litt. 2008). Habitat loss due to climate change may represent the
most severe threat to the Scandinavian population (R. Ekblom in litt. 2007, J. A. Kålås in litt. 2007).
Threats & Impacts
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Future
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
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Ecosystem degradation
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Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. An International Single Species Action Plan was published in
2004 (R. Ekblom in litt. 2007). National action plans for this species have been published for several
countries, including Sweden, Estonia, Ukraine and Latvia (R. Ekblom in litt. 2007).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Establish coordinated monitoring programmes in all countries within the species's distribution range to
monitor trends. Research population numbers and trends in Russia. Monitor rates of habitat loss and
degradation. Increase the area of suitable habitat with protected status. Investigate the impact of climate
change on the species and determine mitigation measures. Work with farmers and land managers to ensure
the use of favourable land management. Initiate changes in agricultural practices through EU and national
policies.
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