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European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; 
Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Ireland, 
Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; 
Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; 
Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Greenland (to DK); Iceland; Liechtenstein

Population
The European population is estimated at 161,000-251,000 calling or lekking males, which equates to 
323,000-501,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 9,900-26,600 calling or 
lekking males, which equates to 19,900-53,200 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see 
Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size trend is unknown. In the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For 
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
The species inhabits similar habitats in both its breeding and winter ranges (Taylor 1996), and generally 
requires very shallow water (less than c.15 cm deep, typically foraging in water less than 7 cm deep) that is 
rich in invertebrate food and is interspersed with stands of low vegetation cover (Taylor and van Perlo 1998). 
The species shows a preference for freshwater wetlands with a range of water depths or where water levels 
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vary seasonally, especially where these have a mixture of muddy, moist and shallowly flooded substrates and 
a dense covering of grass, sedges, rushes, Polygonum, Iris, Equisetum and other emergents, as well as trees 
(Taylor 1996). Suitable habitats include seasonal and permanent marshes and fens, bogs, damp meadows, the 
edges of drainage ditches (Taylor and van Perlo 1998), swamps, seasonally flooded pans (Urban et al. 1986), 
pools in flooded grassland, grassy margins of reservoirs and lakes, slow-flowing rivers and sewage settling-
ponds.

The species breeds in Europe from April to July. The nest is a thick-walled cup of plant matter, usually placed 
in thick vegetation near or over standing water, or alternatively in a tussock, or built up well above the water 
level. Clutches are usually eight to twelve eggs.The species is omnivorous, its diet consisting of small aquatic 
insect adults and larvae, earthworms, molluscs, arachnids (Taylor 1996) and small stranded fish (Urban et al. 
1986), as well as algae and the shoots, leaves, roots and seeds of Panicum, Oryza, Carex and Schoenoplectus 
(Taylor and van Perlo 1998). This species is fully migratory (Taylor 1996).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Aquatic - Canals and Drainage Channels, Ditches suitable breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Seasonally Flooded Agricultural Land suitable breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Wastewater Treatment Areas suitable breeding
Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Shrub Dominated Wetlands suitable breeding
Altitude max. 2420 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
This species is vulnerable to changes in water levels, either through artificial wetland modification and 
drainage, or through climatic changes. Numbers have declined over the past century in Europe due to wetland 
drainage (Urban et al. 1986, Taylor 1996) and agricultural intensification (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
farming

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Climate change & 
severe weather

Habitat shifting & 
alteration

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Whole (>90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Natural system 
modifications

Abstraction of 
surface water 
(unknown use)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known 
conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Key sites should be identified and protected and monitoring of populations introduced. The promotion of low-



intensity agriculture would likely also benefit this species. Research into the species's population dynamics 
and habitat requirements would inform future conservation measures.
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