Zapornia pusilla -- (Pallas, 1776)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- GRUIFORMES -- RALLIDAE
Common names: Baillon's Crake; Marouette de Baillon; Marsh Crake
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Near Threatened (NT°)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or
fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe
fragmentation). The population size may be small, but it is not believed to approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline
estimated to be >10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified population structure). The
population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be decreasing sufficiently rapidly to
approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
In the EU27 the small population size qualifies for Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<1,000
mature individuals), but there is considered to be potential for rescue from outside the region, as the
population in Russia (nearly three quarters of the European population) is increasing, so the final category is
adjusted to Near Threatened (NT°).
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta;
Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovenia; Spain;
Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Finland; Ireland, Rep. of; Luxembourg; Slovakia; Sweden; United Kingdom
Population
The European population is estimated at 980-1,400 calling or lekking males, which equates to 2,000-2,800
mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 130-280 calling or lekking males, which
equates to 260-560 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species frequents similar habitats throughout its range and throughout the year, although its breeding
areas are characterised by low, dense, tussocky or continuous vegetation such as flooded sedges and grasses.
It inhabits freshwater, brackish or saline marshy wetlands, permanent and temporary, with dense emergent

and floating vegetation. In Europe it breeds from May to July. The nest is a shallow cup or platform of
vegetation placed close to water on a grass tussock or in soft grass, usually 4–60 cm above the water level.
Occasionally the nest may be floating or anchored to vegetation in water, or placed in or under low bushes.
Clutches are four to seven eggs (Taylor et al. 2013). Its diet consists predominantly of adult and larval insects
(Taylor and van Perlo 1998), as well as annelids, molluscs, small crustaceans (e.g. ostracods and copepods),
small fish (Taylor et al. 2013), amphibians (Taylor and van Perlo 1998) and vegetative plant material and
seeds. Populations in Europe appear to be fully migratory (Taylor et al. 2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below ha)
Artificial/Aquatic - Seasonally Flooded Agricultural Land
Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over ha)
Marine Intertidal - Salt Marshes (Emergent Grasses)
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls)
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha)
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Threats
The species is threatened by degradation and loss of seasonal and ephemeral wetlands owing to drainage,
overgrazing, cultivation (Taylor and van Perlo 1998, Taylor et al. 2013), reed-cutting, reed-burning and
sudden changes in water levels caused by discharges from large dams. The species also suffers high mortality
during migration from collisions with powerlines (Taylor and van Perlo 1998).
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Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. Bern Convention Appendix II. There are currently no known
conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Actions Proposed
Key sites should be identified and protected and monitoring of populations introduced. Management
techniques should include avoiding changes in water level during the nesting period; cutting and burning of
vegetation near the waters edge should be controlled; natural vegetation around fish ponds and rice-fields
should be maintained. Research into the species's population dynamics and habitat requirements would inform
future conservation measures.
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