Crex crex -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- GRUIFORMES -- RALLIDAE
Common names: Corncrake; Corn Crake; Râle des genêts
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia;
Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany;
Greece; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the
former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania;
Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United
Kingdom
Vagrant:
Greenland (to DK); Iceland
Population
The European population is estimated at 1,290,000-2,120,000 calling or lekking males, which equates to
2,590,000-4,240,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 171,000-378,000 calling
or lekking males, which equates to 343,000-755,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be stable. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
The species breeds in open or semi-open habitats, mainly meadows with tall grass. It is strongly associated
with agricultural grassland managed for the production of hay (Barnes 2000). Suitable habitats include moist,
unfertilised grassland and regularly cut meadows in areas of low-intensity agriculture where vegetation grows

tall in summer. Across its European range, hay or silage fields in valleys liable to flooding seem of most
importance, but birds also breed in hay and silage fields in subalpine areas. Wetlands and marsh edges may
act as important refuges when drier habitats are unsuitable (Schäffer and Mammen 1999). It avoids very
marshy areas, standing water, river and lake margins and open ground with rocks, stones and gravel (Taylor
and de Juana 2014), and also those areas with a thick layer of dead grass or very dense vegetation above 50
cm tall (Cramp and Simmons 1980). During migration it occurs in a variety of habitats including wheat fields
and on golf courses. It breeds from April to August (Taylor and van Perlo 1998). The nest is on the ground in
dense vegetation and is constructed from dead stems and leaves (Green et al. 1997). Often surrounding stems
are pulled over the top to form a loose canopy (Taylor and de Juana 2014). The average clutch-size is c.10
eggs and two broods may be raised per season (Green et al. 1997). It feeds on a wide range of invertebrates
including insects, snails and slugs, arachnids, millipedes, earthworms. It is also known to consume young
frogs, green parts of plants, young shoots and seeds and possibly even small mammals and birds (Cramp and
Simmons 1980). The species is a long-distance migrant (Taylor and de Juana 2014), wintering in central and
southern Africa (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
Grassland - Temperate
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Altitude
max. 3000 m

Importance
suitable
major
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
breeding
breeding

Threats
Chick mortality due to mechanized mowing and consequent increased predation is considered to be the
primary threat in Europe (Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006). Intensification of grassland management and the
loss of hay meadows and wetlands are considered as the critical threats to its habitats (Koffijberg and Schäffer
2006). Following privatisation, potential changes to land-use and management of agricultural land in the
species's core breeding range in Russia and eastern Europe are also possible threats (Schäffer and Mammen
1999). Land abandonment temporarily favours the species, but areas become unsuitable as vegetation
becomes too dense and scrub develops. Intensified management of hay meadows, or their conversion to
arable, is resulting in widespread habitat loss (Schäffer and Mammen 1999). Across western and central
Europe, intensification of grassland management, leading to earlier and rapid mowing of hay and silage, is the
main threat (N. Schäffer in litt. 2003). Early mowing and the use of mechanised methods results in the
destruction of nests and chicks (Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006). It is a quarry species in Russia, Ukraine and
Georgia, but hunting pressure is considered low. Illegal hunting of the species during the Common Quail
(Coturnix coturnix) hunting season has been reported from Bulgaria and Croatia, and 0.5-2.7% of the
European population may be susceptible to capture in netting set up for C. coturnix in Egypt each autumn.
Introduced mammals, such as domestic cats and the American mink (Mustela vison), are reported to be
predators of the species's nests, in addition to native species. The species may be disturbed by recreational
activities and developments, such as motorways (Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006). Late spring floods can
reduce local populations by around 50% (Donaghy 2007).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Agriculture &
aquaculture

Biological resource
use

Biological resource
use

Threat (level 2)
Agro-industry
farming

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Slow, Significant
Declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Hunting & trapping
Timing
Scope
Severity
terrestrial animals Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
(intentional use Stresses
species is the target)
Species mortality
Hunting & trapping
Timing
Scope
Severity
terrestrial animals Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
(unintentional
Stresses
effects - species is
not the target)
Species mortality

Impact
Medium Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Climate change &
severe weather

Threat (level 2)
Storms & flooding

Impact and Stresses
Timing
Scope
Severity
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Reduced reproductive success
Human intrusions & Recreational
Timing
Scope
Severity
disturbance
activities
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Species disturbance
Invasive and other American Mink
Timing
Scope
Severity
problematic
(Neovison vison)
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
species, genes &
Stresses
diseases
Reduced reproductive success
Invasive and other Domestic Cat (Felis
Timing
Scope
Severity
problematic
catus)
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
species, genes &
Stresses
diseases
Reduced reproductive success
Invasive and other Unspecified species
Timing
Scope
Severity
problematic
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Negligible declines
species, genes &
Stresses
diseases
Reduced reproductive success
Natural system
Other ecosystem
Timing
Scope
Severity
modifications
modifications
Ongoing
Majority (50-90%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation
Transportation &
Roads & railroads
Timing
Scope
Severity
service corridors
Ongoing
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Species disturbance

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Impact
Low Impact

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CMS (Bonn Convention) Appendix II. Bern Convention Appendix II. EU Birds Directive Annex I. The
species is legally protected from hunting in most of the countries in its breeding range (Koffijberg and
Schäffer 2006). Conservation measures have been taken in 14 European range states. National action plans
have been prepared in Switzerland, Norway, the Netherlands, Czech Republic, Hungary, Germany, Denmark,
U.K. and Slovakia. Appropriate habitat management techniques have been researched, and local repeat
surveys in Russia show relative stability of the population (A. Mischenko in litt. 2006). A European action
plan was published in 1996 and a revised version published in 2006 (Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006), and a
Corncrake Conservation Team was established in 1998. There is an ongoing reintroduction programme in
England, U.K. (Newbery (2006).
Conservation Actions Proposed
Monitor numbers through regular coordinated surveys, and improve monitoring in key countries (e.g. Russia,
Belarus) (Doga Dernegi 2006, Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006). Monitor habitat condition and extent (Doga
Dernegi 2006, Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006). Ensure that agri-environmental measures for the species in the
EU are well targeted and implemented, and focus on mowing date and methods suitable for the species.
Increase the area of suitable habitat with protected status. Restore lost habitat where possible. Conduct further
research into the species's ecology and demography (Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006). Work with farmers and
land managers to ensure that traditional farming methods are retained, areas of grass are left uncut and harvest
times are delayed (Doga Dernegi 2006). Monitor levels of illegal trapping and hunting (Koffijberg and
Schäffer 2006). Lobby governments in remaining countries where it is not protected to afford the species
legal protection (Koffijberg and Schäffer 2006).
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