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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not 
approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or 
three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; 
France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Italy; Liechtenstein; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; 
Malta; Montenegro; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovenia; Spain; Switzerland; Turkey; 
Ukraine; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belgium; Czech Republic; Denmark; Finland; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Netherlands; Norway; 
Svalbard and Jan Mayen (to NO); Poland; Slovakia; Sweden; United Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 151,000-327,000 pairs, which equates to 302,000-653,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 29,200-42,500 pairs, which equates to 58,700-99,100 
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be stable. In the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For 
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
The species occurs over a wide range of habitats and forages over vast areas. It is found in temperate and 
Mediterranean zones, typically in mountains but occasionally in lowlands. It typically breeds below 1,500 m, 
sometimes to 2,200–2,300 m. It breeds from March to June, laying mid-late May or as late as early June in 
central Europe, nestlings are seen being fed in the Caucasus in early July. It typically lays three eggs. It uses 
ledges or holes in cliff-faces or tall man-made structures with the pairs using the same nest-site in successive 
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years. The nest is saucer-shaped, consisting of downy feathers from many species, and swift primaries, tightly 
bound with dried plant matter and saliva (Chantler et al. 2014). The species is migratory, with West Palearctic 
populations probably wintering all across the northern tropics of Africa (Snow and Perrins 1998).
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas major breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) major breeding
Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks (includes waterfalls) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable breeding
Altitude max. 2800 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Foraging habitats are lost to human development across its range. In addition, the increasing use of pesticides 
reduces both the numbers and variety of insects available for it to feed on. (Perrins 2009).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Pollution Herbicides and 

pesticides
Timing Scope Severity Impact

Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact
Stresses

Ecosystem degradation
Residential & 
commercial 
development

Housing & urban 
areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. There are no known current conservation measures for this species.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Key forging areas should be identified and protected from development and the use of pesticides should be 
reduced.
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