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EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)

In Europe this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be decreasing, the 
decline is not believed to be sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population 
trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as 
Least Concern in Europe.

Within the EU27 this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for 
Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with 
a specified population structure). The population trend is not known, but the population is not believed to be 
decreasing sufficiently rapidly to approach the thresholds under the population trend criterion (30% decline 
over ten years or three generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in the EU27.

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech 
Republic; Estonia; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Macedonia, the 
former Yugoslav Republic of; Malta; Moldova; Montenegro; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian 
Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Turkey; Ukraine; Gibraltar (to UK)
Vagrant:
Belgium; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Finland; Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Liechtenstein; Luxembourg; 
Netherlands; Norway; Switzerland; United Kingdom

Population
The European population is estimated at 37,700-79,200 pairs, which equates to 75,400-158,000 mature 
individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 11,900-22,800 pairs, which equates to 23,800-45,600 
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be decreasing by less than 25% in 16.8 years (three generations). 
In the EU27 the population size trend is unknown. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds throughout temperate, steppe and Mediterranean zones characterized by reliable warm 
summer weather. It prefers lowland open countryside with patches of oak (Quercus) forest, mature pine (Pinus
) woodland with heathery clearings, orchards, mixed farmland, river valleys, and plains with scattered thorny 
or leafy trees.
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http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22682860_coracias_garrulus.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22682860_coracias_garrulus.pdf
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/userfiles/file/Species/erlob/supplementarypdfs/22682860_coracias_garrulus.pdf


The species is monogamous and performs a rolling and diving aerial display. Typically four to five eggs are 
laid between May and July (Fry et al. 2014). In Europe, the species mainly breeds in abandoned Green 
Woodpecker (Picus viridis) cavities in white poplar (Populus alba), especially in riparian forests, less often in 
Salix spp., or infrequently in natural cavities of plane trees (Platanus orientalis), walls or sand-banks. They 
mostly forage in agricultural habitats, especially meadows (May and August) and in cereals in June-July. 
Fallow land is always favoured. Vineyards can be attractive if the soil keeps some vegetation cover. 
Hedgerows (as well as fences and powerlines) are essential perches while looking for prey (Tron et al. 2006, 
Poole et al. 2007). This species is an intercontinental migrant with almost the entire world population 
wintering in Africa south of the Sahara (Fry et al. 2014)
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land suitable breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland suitable breeding
Forest - Temperate suitable breeding
Grassland - Temperate suitable breeding
Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation suitable breeding
Altitude max. 1000 m Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Threats include persecution on migration in some Mediterranean countries. The loss of suitable breeding 
habitat due to changing agricultural practices, conversion to monoculture, loss of nest sites, and use of 
pesticides (reducing food availability) are considered to be the main threats to the species in Europe (E. 
Raèinskis in litt. 2005, Kovacs et al. 2008). It is sensitive to loss of hedgerows and riparian forest in Europe 
which provide essential habitats for perching and nesting.
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Agro-industry 
farming

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(intentional use - 
species is the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Pollution Agricultural & 
forestry effluents 
(type unknown/
unrecorded)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive Annex I. Bern Convention Appendix II and it was added to Appendix I of the Bonn 
Convention at the eleventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals in 2014. An International Species Action Plan is in place (Kovacs et al. 2008) and 
species action plans have been developed in Hungary, Latvia, and Andalusia (Spain); similar documents are 
being drafted in Slovakia and Catalonia (Spain). Working groups are present in Austria, Belarus, France, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Serbia and Slovakia. There are a number of national monitoring schemes within its range 
and it has been the focus of targeted study.

Conservation Actions Proposed
Continue monitoring population trends. Tackle specific threats such as hunting. Address threats in Europe 
relating to the Common Agricultural Policy and integrate appropriate measures into agri-environment 
schemes.
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