Dendrocopos major -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- PICIFORMES -- PICIDAE
Common names: Great Spotted Woodpecker;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
At both European and EU27 scales this species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the
thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three
generations, or with a specified population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and
hence the species does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30%
decline over ten years or three generations).
For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern within both Europe and the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Albania; Andorra; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria;
Croatia; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland; France; Georgia; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Italy;
Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova;
Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia;
Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Vagrant:
Faroe Islands (to DK); Iceland; Ireland, Rep. of; Gibraltar (to UK)
Population
The European population is estimated at 12,900,000-19,300,000 pairs, which equates to
25,800,000-38,600,000 mature individuals. The population in the EU27 is estimated at 4,020,000-7,020,000
pairs, which equates to 8,040,000-14,000,000 mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species is found in trans-Palearctic coniferous and deciduous forests between the northern taiga and the
Mediterranean (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997). It is also common in copses, tree avenues, parks and gardens.
Courtship begins in December and egg-laying from mid-April to June (later in the far north and at higher
altitude). The species is monogamous and both sexes excavate a new hole each year, in a dead or living tree
of a wide variety of species. Occasionally utility poles are used and nest boxes as well. Clutches can be four
to eight eggs but normally five to seven. Its diet is varied and displays clear seasonal changes in more
seasonal habitats. It feeds mainly on invertebrates but will also take crustaceans and mussels, coniferous
seeds, nuts, acorns, buds, tree sap, berries, fruit and possibly nectar. It is also notorious for taking the eggs and

young of other birds. It is mostly resident and dispersive although northern populations are also subject to
eruptive migration (Winkler and Christie 2013).
Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Forest - Boreal
Forest - Temperate
Altitude
max. 2500 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
major
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
resident
resident
resident
resident
resident

Threats
Harsh winters can cause significant mortality in this species. Fragmentation of habitat is a threat locally. The
Canary Island races canariensis and thanneri are currently probably the most vulnerable, especially the
former, which may be at some risk because of human exploitation of Canarian pine forest (Winkler and
Christie 2013). Air pollution, causing die-back in forests, in central and eastern Europe appears to have mixed
effects; where damage is heavy nesting possibilities, food supply and food quality deteriorate causing a
decline in woodpeckers, although the impact of this is unknown. Hybridization is known to occur with Syrian
Woodpeckers (Dendrocopos syriacus) (Hagemeijer and Blair 1997).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Biological resource
use

Climate change &
severe weather

Invasive and other
problematic
species, genes &
diseases
Pollution

Threat (level 2)
Logging & wood
harvesting
(unintentional
effects:
(subsistence/small
scale) [harvest])
Temperature
extremes

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Minority (<50%)
Negligible declines
Stresses
Ecosystem conversion; Ecosystem degradation
Timing
Ongoing

Timing
Past, Likely to
Return

Species mortality
Syrian Woodpecker
Timing
(Dendrocopos
Ongoing
syriacus)

Acid rain

Hybridisation
Timing
Ongoing

Impact
Low Impact

Scope
Majority (50-90%)

Severity
Causing/Could
cause fluctuations
Stresses

Impact
Past Impact

Scope
Minority (<50%)

Severity
No decline
Stresses

Impact
Low Impact

Scope
Minority (<50%)

Severity
Unknown
Stresses

Impact
Unknown

Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
Bern Convention Appendix II. Canary Island races canariensis and thanneri are listed on Annex I of the EU
Birds Directive. There are currently no known conservation measures for this species.
Conservation Action Proposed
Protection of areas of Canarian pine from exploitation would help secure this species in the Canary Islands.
Research in to the long term effects of air pollution on forests in central and eastern Europe is needed in order
to determine its impact on this species.
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