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Within Europe and the EU27 the winter population of this apparently declining goose is often restricted to a 
few locations within a small total area. It is therefore precautionarily listed as Near Threatened (B2ab(iii,v)). 

Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Native:
Armenia; Austria; Bulgaria; Croatia; Greece; Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republic of; Moldova; 
Montenegro; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Turkey; Ukraine
Vagrant:
Azerbaijan; Belarus; Belgium; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Cyprus; Denmark; Greenland (to DK); Finland; 
France; Georgia; Germany; Hungary; Ireland, Rep. of; Italy; Latvia; Netherlands; Norway; Svalbard and Jan 
Mayen (to NO); Poland; Slovakia; Spain; Sweden; United Kingdom

Population
The minimum European population in winter is estimated at 10,800-81,600 individuals, which equates to 
7,200-54,400 individuals mature individuals. There exists also a marginal breeding population in Europe 
estimated at 5-10 pairs, which equates to 10-20 mature individuals. The species occurs in the EU27 only in 
winter and the minimum population is estimated at 9,900-74,900 individuals, which equates to 6,600-49,900 
mature individuals. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Trend
In Europe and the EU27 the population size in winter is estimated to be suffering a continuing decline. It is 
thought that a significant number of birds may winter outside the surveyed area, particularly during mild 
winters which have become more frequent in recent years, partly explaining the decreasing trend. It is 
possible that this may continue in the near future, owing to the warming climate (Cranswick et al. 2012.). For 
details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF.

Habitats and Ecology
This species breeds in northern Siberia to the east of the Urals and winters along the coast of the Black Sea 
(Tucker and Heath 1994). It winters in low arable land near lakes and reservoirs (Carboneras and Kirwan 
2014) which they use to roost at night. It arrives October to November and departs between March and early 
May. The species feeds on grasses, sedges and some aquatic plants, particularly in winter, as well green 
sprouts of cereals, grain and tubers.
Habitats & Altitude

Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land major non-breeding
Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland marginal non-breeding
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Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2) Importance Occurrence

Grassland - Temperate major non-breeding
Marine Coastal/Supratidal - Coastal Brackish/Saline Lagoons/Marine Lakes suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha) suitable non-breeding
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools (under ha) suitable non-breeding
Altitude Occasional altitudinal limits

Threats
Deliberate hunting of birds occurs in Russia (Rozenfeld 2009, 2011b). Following land privatization, and 
especially the residential and tourist development boom in winter roosting and feeding areas, the quality of 
roosting areas has decreased. In addition, the low profitability of agriculture has reduced the area under winter 
wheat cultivation which, together with conversion to other crops, has decreased the availability of food. Some 
key feeding sites have been lost in Bulgaria (S. Dereliev in litt. 1999). Hunting pressure on waterfowl as a 
whole is substantial in Bulgaria and Romania, including illegal shooting of Red-breasted Goose (Simeonov in 
litt. 2007). There are no effective hunting-free areas around roost sites in Bulgaria (hunting is only prohibited 
for 100 m around the lake edge and this rule is regularly ignored). However, conservation activities in the area 
of Shabla and Durankulak lakes reduced deliberate shooting of the species in 2010-2012 (N. Petkov in litt. 
2012). Disturbance in the lakes used for roosts is also caused by poachers and fishermen (Dereliev 1997, D. 
Hulea in litt. 2006). Disturbance/chasing of feeding birds by hunters (because they associate with White-
fronted Geese (Anser erythropus), a legal quarry species) is a significant limitation on foraging behaviour and 
prenuptial accumulation of fat reserves, which has a negative effect on survival during spring migration and 
breeding (N. Petkov in litt. 2007). Hunting by tourists in Ukraine poses an increasing threat (WWT TWSG 
News 10 1997) and birds are shot at staging grounds in Russia. Other threats in wintering areas include the 
use of rodenticides and displacement by windfarms. Windfarms have undergone a major expansion in the 
wintering areas since 2008. Many thousands of wind turbines have been proposed in Dobrudhza area both in 
Bulgaria and Romania, including large complexes adjacent to IBAs and SPAs. Data analysis from wintering 
grounds in Bulgaria suggest that the constructed windfarms are already having an impact, leading to 
displacement and shifting of the foraging areas (Petkov et al. 2012).
Threats & Impacts

Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses
Agriculture & 
aquaculture

Shifting agriculture Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Biological resource 
use

Fishing & harvesting 
aquatic resources 
(unintentional 
effects: 
(subsistence/small 
scale) [harvest])

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Minority (<50%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance

Biological resource 
use

Hunting & trapping 
terrestrial animals 
(unintentional 
effects - species is 
not the target)

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Energy production 
& mining

Renewable energy Timing Scope Severity Impact
Future Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Low Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Recreational 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Negligible declines Low Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance



Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1) Threat (level 2) Impact and Stresses

Human intrusions & 
disturbance

Work & other 
activities

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Species disturbance

Pollution Herbicides and 
pesticides

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Species mortality

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Housing & urban 
areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Residential & 
commercial 
development

Tourism & 
recreation areas

Timing Scope Severity Impact
Ongoing Majority (50-90%) Slow, Significant 

Declines
Medium Impact

Stresses
Ecosystem degradation

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
CITES Appendix II. CMS Appendix I and II. It is legally protected in key states (Hunter et al. 1999). It is 
listed in the (national and regional) Red Book of Russia and Red Book of Bulgaria. Principal wintering roost 
sites are protected (some qualifying as Ramsar sites), including the implementation of hunting regulations and 
hunting-free areas in Russia, although hunting occurs in many feeding areas. A management plan is being 
implemented for roosting lakes in Bulgaria (S. Dereliev in litt. 1999). Wintering sites in Bulgaria and 
Romania are monitored and research and public awareness projects are ongoing (S. Dereliev in litt. 1999; D. 
Hulea in litt. 1999; Hunter et al. 1999). An International Action Plan was published in 2010 (Cranswick et al. 
2010). An International Species Working Group is active and a coordinator is in place. In 2010 an EU Life 
project began in Bulgaria, which aims to address many of the key threats operating on the wintering grounds. 
A study of geese distribution, movements and feeding preferences will enable a sensitivity map to be 
developed and goose-sensitive guidance provided to authorities to help guide development proposals. A 
payment for the species has been included in the national agri-environmental programme of Romania. In 
Bulgaria, an agri-environmental payment to farmers for seeding winter wheat in key wintering areas for geese 
was introduced in 2012. Spring-hunting of wildfowl was prohibited in south-west Russia in spring 2012. 
Since 2010, a joint Bulgarian-U.S. project has been initiated to consolidate research into the species's ecology 
and to promote its conservation via engagement with local stakeholders, including landowners and farmers 
(Carboneras and Kirwan 2014).

Conservation Actions Proposed
Study migration patterns and determine species's non-breeding range using satellite telemetry. Expand 
monitoring and research programmes, especially in Ukraine and Romania to determine whether more birds 
are overwintering there. Implement a Strategy for Hunting and Waterbird Resource Management (Rozenfeld 
2011b). Regulate hunting in key sites (particularly spring hunting in Russia). Monitor and reduce disturbance 
and illegal hunting. Identify and protect key staging areas. Prevent loss of roosting lakes to urbanization. 
Monitor changes in agriculture and propose measures (in EU agri-environmental measures) to ensure suitable 
foraging habitat is available. Promote beneficial agricultural policies and spatial crop rotation planning around 
roosting areas. Continue public awareness initiatives. Lobby for full designation of qualifying wetlands and 
feeding areas as Natura 2000 sites, ensure hunting is not allowed within them and ensure they are properly 
managed.
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