Branta canadensis -- (Linnaeus, 1758)
ANIMALIA -- CHORDATA -- AVES -- ANSERIFORMES -- ANATIDAE
Common names: Canada Goose;
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Assessment Rationale
European regional assessment: Least Concern (LC)
EU27 regional assessment: Not Applicable (NA)
This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the
range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence 10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified
population structure). The population trend appears to be increasing, and hence the species does not approach
the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (30% decline over ten years or three
generations). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern in Europe.
In the EU27 region, the bird is considered vagrant or introduced and is therefore Not Applicable for the EU27.
Occurrence
Countries/Territories of Occurrence
Introduced:
Austria; Belgium; Czech Republic; Denmark; Faroe Islands (to DK); Finland; France; Germany;
Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Russian Federation; Sweden; Ukraine; United Kingdom
Native:
Greenland (to DK)
Vagrant:
Belarus; Bulgaria; Iceland; Latvia; Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Portugal; Slovakia; Slovenia;
Spain
Population
The European population is estimated at 1,000-5,000 pairs, which equates to 2,000-10,000 mature
individuals. The species does not occur in the EU27. For details of national estimates, see Supplementary PDF
.
Trend
In Europe the population size is estimated to be increasing. For details of national estimates, see
Supplementary PDF.
Habitats and Ecology
This species occurs in a wide diversity of habitats, from tundra to semi-desert and in wooded or open country
and is frequently found in agricultural or urban areas in Europe although almost always found near water. The
species is generally monogamous and egg-laying begins in mid-March. It builds a shallow nest of vegetation,
lined with down and feathers, on ground, frequently near waterbodies. Clutches are usually four to seven eggs
(Carboneras et al. 2014). The diet is primarily plant materials, including stems, leaves, tubers, fruits and seeds
(Snow and Perrins 1998). Natural populations found in Greenland are mainly migratory, wintering in the
southern states of the USA and along coasts of North America (Carboneras et al. 2014). In Europe, it is
sedentary in some areas and migratory in other, and a moult migration takes place (Snow and Perrins 1998).

Habitats & Altitude
Habitat (level 1 - level 2)
Artificial/Aquatic - Excavations (open)
Artificial/Aquatic - Excavations (open)
Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
Grassland - Temperate
Grassland - Tundra
Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over ha)
Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Saline, Brackish or Alkaline Marshes/Pools
Altitude
max. 2000 m

Importance
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
suitable
major
suitable
major
major
suitable
Occasional altitudinal limits

Occurrence
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding
breeding
non-breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
breeding
non-breeding
non-breeding

Threats
Temperate breeders are frequently in conflict with human activities, for example, they may cause fouling of
parks, golf courses or other recreational areas but also cause considerable crop damage in spring-winter to
wheat and hayfields, and in the autumn to unharvested grains. As a result in Europe, farmers are permitted to
scare or exceptionally shoot geese. In Sweden numbers killed rose from 17,000 in 1990 to 20,000?25,000 in
1996, with smaller numbers shot in Denmark, Germany and Norway. In addition, local governments with
nuisance problems can request permission to destroy nests and eggs (Carboneras et al. 2014). Although
hunting and other direct mortality takes a substantial toll, this species has increased its range and population
since the 1940s (Mowbray et al. 2002).
Threats & Impacts
Threat (level 1)
Biological resource
use

Threat (level 2)
Hunting & trapping
terrestrial animals
(persecution/
control)

Timing
Ongoing

Climate change &
severe weather

Habitat shifting &
alteration

Species mortality
Timing
Future

Impact and Stresses
Scope
Severity
Majority (50-90%)
Negligible declines
Stresses

Impact
Low Impact

Scope
Whole (>90%)

Impact
Unknown

Severity
Unknown
Stresses
Ecosystem degradation; Indirect ecosystem effects

Conservation
Conservation Actions Underway
EU Birds Directive AnnexI I. CMS Appendix II. The species is not legal quarry in the Netherlands or
Belgium (Kear 2005).
Conservation Actions Proposed
No conservation measures are currently needed for this species.
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