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CAERULEAN PARADISE-FLYCATCHER

Eutrichomyias rowleyi

Critical B1+2b,c,e; C2b
Endangered D1
Vulnerable D2

This flycatcher, until recently feared extinct, qualifies as Critical because it has a tiny range
and population, both of which are inferred to have undergone a major and continuing decline
owing to extensive habitat loss.

DISTRIBUTION The Caerulean Paradise-flycatcher (see Remarks 1) is known only from
the island of Sangihe, north of Sulawesi, Indonesia. Records (see Remarks 2) are as follows:

■■■■■ INDONESIA Sangihe higher parts of Gunung Awu, December 1978 (Eck 1980a, White
and Bruce 1986; see Remarks 3); near Tabukan (now Tabukanlama), 1878 (Meyer 1878,
Meyer and Wiglesworth 1898, Eck 1980a; see Remarks 4); Gunung Sahendaruman at Gunung
Sahengbalira, October–November 1998, four months in 1999 (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998,
1999).

POPULATION This species was for over a century known only by the type- (and still only)
specimen, collected in 1878 (see Eck 1980, Whitten et al. 1987a). The sighting in 1978 by M.
D. Bruce was only reported, very unobtrusively, in 1980 and 1986, and meanwhile searches
in 1985 (by F. G. Rozendaal) and 1986 (by K. D. Bishop) failed to find it, and M. D. Bruce
himself reported not finding it “in other parts of the island visited” (White and Bruce 1986);
all this led to the presumption of its extinction, widely publicised through its illustration on
the cover of the first issue of Conservation Biology (Whitten et al. 1987a). However, in October
1998 (in fulfilment of an expectation expressed in Riley et al. 1997) the survival of the species
was confirmed with the discovery of two pairs with two young, followed in due course by the
determination of a population of at least 21 birds at six localities around the base of Gunung
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Sahendaruman (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998, 1999). The total population is estimated to lie
between 50 and 100 birds (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999). The species could not be found, and
may have been absent, from three valleys containing apparently appropriate habitat, 1999
(J. Riley, J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

ECOLOGY Habitat The species occupies the subcanopy and lower storeys (to ground level)
of primary broadleaf–trophophyllous tropical hill rainforest on steep slopes in deep valleys
and valley bottoms with streams, at altitudes of 425–650 m; the mid-layer is sparse compared
to forest further upslope (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998, D. Hicks in litt. 1999). At least one pair
of birds occasionally move into old secondary scrub, dominated by Cyathea, Piper,
Homolanthus and “kupamanuk” (possibly Acanthaceae), at the forest edge below one deep
valley (D. Hicks in litt. 1999), and in December 1999 two pairs were observed in secondary
forest regenerating (in one case for 40–50 years) after shifting cultivation, such habitat being
characterised by tree palms and smaller fast-growing trees (F. R. Lambert in litt. 1999).

Food In 1998 a family party was watched feeding in the mid-storey of steep forest over a
stream, the birds perching for a minute or so in mid-sized trees before sallying out to catch
insects, but also perching close to (within 1 m of) some small squirrels and feeding off insects
disturbed by the mammals as they moved along the branches (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998; see
Remarks 5). Subsequently birds have been seen feeding on a variety of invertebrate prey
including a large (c.7 cm) orthopteran and small flies; they feed alone or in small groups of
up to five, usually in the mid-storey, perching for a minute or so in mid-sized trees before
sallying out to catch insects (J. Riley in litt. 1999). They commonly swoop down to snatch
invertebrates from close to the ground and perch in low ferns and lilies, sometimes spending
some minutes feeding at this level; but they have also been seen feeding in the canopy of
20–25 m high trees (J. Riley in litt. 1999). In December 1999 a pair was observed over four
hours feeding in low trees (c.6 m high) along a rocky streambed in a valley bottom at the
forest–agroforest edge: the birds moved back and forth along a 100-m stretch of stream,
feeding at 2–5 m on small insects and perhaps spiders gleaned or snatched from leaf surfaces
and branches in sallying flights, but often still-perching for up to five minutes (J. C. Wardill
in litt. 1999).

Breeding The first birds found in October 1998 had just fledged one young, and in
December adults feeding one young were again observed (J. Riley in litt. 1999). Two nests
reported by local people to be of this species were located in understorey trees—one a
Syzygium—growing in primary forest at 625–650 m; both were slightly oval cup-shaped
nests placed in/woven around the terminal fork of a low branch 2–2.5 m off the ground, the
bodies constructed from fibres of dried palm Arenga leaves and grass, and affixed with tougher
vine fibres (J. Riley in litt. 1999).

THREATS The main threat to the species is habitat destruction: virtually the entire island of
Sangihe has been cleared of original forest (Whitten et al. 1987a), and although the extent of
forest on Sahendaruman is 800 ha (8 km2), the particular habitat of the species—primary
riverine forest with tall trees at around 650 m—probably totals no more than 200 ha (2 km2),
although it survives probably owing to the extremely difficult terrain in which it grows (J.
Riley, J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998; see also Riley et al. 1997). Moreover, the areas in question
appear to be at the lowest edges of forest—i.e. the species is already pressed back into its
upper elevational limits—and any further upward encroachment could be critically damaging
(F. R. Lambert in litt. 1999). It is therefore highly vulnerable to any further degradation of
the tiny amount of primary forest remaining on Sangihe (see Threats under Sangihe Shrike-
thrush Colluricincla sanghirensis).

Possibly no less serious is the danger from hunting of small birds with air rifles, an island-
wide practice which has already wiped out populations of most large species in accessible
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areas, and which could fairly easily affect the flycatcher, especially at the agroforest boundary
(F. R. Lambert, J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

MEASURES TAKEN The Caerulean Paradise-flycatcher was declared a protected species
in January 1999 (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999). The project “Action Sampiri” has since 1995
been working for the conservation of the endemic avifauna (and fauna and flora in general)
of the islands of Sangihe and Talaud, and as the fieldwork (VCP point counts, mist-netting,
ecological data collection) has evolved over this period, meetings have been held in villages
across Sangihe, excursions with villagers made, developing ideas for future land use and
reaching agreements between interested parties (local people, local government, forestry
officials, timber companies) (Riley 1997a, Riley et al. 1997, J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998). Action
Sampiri’s conservation awareness work focuses on the Gunung Sahendaruman (Sahengbalira)
Protection Forest, including village meetings (all five forest-edge villages), school talks (all
forest-edge primary, middle and high schools), local government seminars and workshops,
and production of stickers and leaflets (profiling the endemic avifauna), all with the aim of
drawing attention to the importance of the forest for biodiversity and of beginning to find
solutions to the threats it faces (Riley et al. 1997, J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

MEASURES PROPOSED Fieldwork in 1998–1999 merely began the inventory of valleys
on Sahendaruman which might hold the species; a full survey of all the valleys is now necessary
in order to determine the actual population size of the species (J. Riley in litt. 1999).

There is a conservation area of c.5,000 ha (50 km2) currently proposed in the Gunung
Sahendaruman area (Rozendaal and Lambert 1999) but it is not clear if this embraces any of
the forest present on this mountain. This mountain is, however, part of the complex that
holds the best remaining forest on Sangihe, which extends above 500–700 m for about 4.5 km
across the peaks and intervening ridges and slopes of Gunung Sahengbalira (1,031 m), Gunung
Batungbakara and Gunung Kalumelahana; in particular, the south-facing valleys of the
rivers Kentuhang and Pellang are considered to hold the most extensive tracts of good forest,
covering an estimated 225–340 ha (Rozendaal and Lambert 1999; also Riley et al. 1997).
Consequently it has been thought that the forests in the vicinity of Gunung Sahengbalira
would best be protected through official gazettement as a wildlife reserve (suaka margasatwa)
with core areas as strict nature reserves (cagar alam), extending from the lowest forest in the
Kentuhang and Pellang catchments across the central ridge down to the north and east slopes
of the caldera (Rozendaal and Lambert 1999; also Riley et al. 1997). Moreover, an education
programme, emphasising forest value for water retention and sound farming practices on
currently cleared slopes, has been called for (Rozendaal and Lambert 1999; see Measures
taken). In view of Sangihe’s importance as a centre of endemism (see Remarks 6), PHPA has
been urged to consider establishing a presence on the island (Rozendaal and Lambert 1999).

As a result of meetings with local people and government in 1998, plans are being made to
reclassify the existing 400 ha (4 km2) “protection forest” on Gunung Sahengbalira into a wildlife
reserve, although this is likely to be a 2–3 year process (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998). The protection
of the remaining forest on Gunung Sahendaruman (as at late 1999 classified as Protection
Forest) requires effective law enforcement to prevent small-scale agricultural encroachment,
and this is probably best achieved through collaboration between the provincial Forestry
Department (which has responsibility for this forest), the local government and the local
communities, coupled with an island-wide conservation awareness campaign (J. C. Wardill in
litt. 1999). Nevertheless, in pursuit of the further protection of the area, funds have been secured
from the World Bank to prepare a GEF project for the conservation of key forests in the
Sangihe–Talaud islands (BirdLife International Indonesia Programme Ann. Rep. 1999).

The endemic birds are to become island “mascots”, and already post office receipts and
stickers have been produced; a general reduction in hunting with catapults and air rifles is
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one of the main expectations of this awareness campaigning (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1998, 1999).
Bird tourism to the Sangihe–Talaud islands, particularly in the wake of recent discoveries
and rediscoveries, will hopefully help to support current initiatives to secure the islands’ key
habitats (Wardill and Riley 1999).

REMARKS (1) The genus Eutrichomyias was created for this species by Meise (1939), who
judged that various elements of bill morphology are different from (and the bill is larger
than) Hypothymis, and with longer, stronger tarsi, a different wing formula and a shorter
tail; E. Stresemann, in a footnote to Meise (1939), expressed the view that the species is
derived from Terpsiphone in the Philippine archipelago. Meyer and Wiglesworth (1898) had
also noted its considerable divergence from Hypothymis, but saw its closest relative as the
smaller, different-billed Black-naped Monarch H. azurea puella of Sulawesi. Field experience
of the species suggests that it is indeed closer to Hypothymis than to Terpsiphone, based on
behaviour, calls, structure and colour, although still sufficiently anomalous to warrant
retention in Eutrichomyias (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

(2) A record from Talawid Atas, c.250 m, September 1995, was sensibly published as
“inconclusive” (Riley 1997b,c) and, in the light of subsequent observations and knowledge
of the species, it has been rejected (J. Riley in litt. 1999). The five sites indicated by local
people (Riley 1997b) were for a species they called “rendape” which subsequently proved to
refer to Chinese Goshawk Accipiter soloensis (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

(3) The brevity of this record (“on in the forested upper slopes of Gunung Awu”) does
not improve its plausibility: not only was it the first since the species’s description precisely
a century before, and therefore might have been published with more detail and commentary
on affinities, but also Gunung Awu had erupted in 1966, leaving no forest on the upper
slopes and seriously damaging that on lower slopes (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

(4) Although Tabukan (now Tabukan Lama) is twice as close to Awu as to Sahendaruman,
it was also presumably the settlement at which the collector(s) for A. B. Meyer resided, and
it is entirely possible that the type came from remnant forest in the middle of the island
which may at the time have been connected to Sahendaruman (J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

(5) Of considerable note is the fact that the squirrels in question are of an undescribed
species related to Prosciurillus murinus of Sulawesi, whereas to date the birds have not been
observed associating with the island’s other tree squirrel, the endemic P. rosenbergii (J. Riley
in litt. 1999).

(6) Sangihe is part of the “Sangihe and Talaud Endemic Bird Area” but, since the latter’s
documentation in Sujatnika et al. (1995) and Stattersfield et al. (1998), several new species
have been added through discovery or taxonomic revision, namely Talaud Bush-hen
Amaurornis magnirostris (Lambert 1998a), Talaud Rail Gymnocrex talaudensis (threatened;
see relevant account), Sangihe Scops-owl Otus collari (Lambert and Rasmussen 1998), Sangihe
Shrike-thrush Colluricincla sanghirensis (threatened; see relevant account) and Sangihe White-
eye Zosterops nehrkorni (threatened; see relevant account), so that the total number of species
confined to the EBA is 10, of which seven (the others being Red-and-blue Lory Eos histrio,
Sangihe Hanging-parrot Loriculus catamene, Elegant Sunbird Aethopyga duyvenbodei and
the present species) are threatened.

The biological value of the forest on Gunung Sahengbalira cannot be overemphasised. It
is the world’s only site for the Caerulean Paradise-flycatcher, Sangihe Shrike-thrush and
Sangihe White-eye, and the world’s main site for Sangihe Hanging-parrot and Elegant
Sunbird; moreover it is the world’s only site for two endemic subspecies of bird, Golden
Bulbul Ixos affinis platenae and Sulawesi Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx fallax sangirensis (both
very rare), and the world’s main site for two others, Sulawesi Cicadabird Coracina morio
salvadorii and Blue-breasted Pitta Pitta erythrogaster caeruleitorques (J. C. Wardill in litt.
1998, 1999); it is also an important site for the Sangihe Scops-owl (Lambert and Rasmussen
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1998), and was until recently a last remaining site on the island for the Red-and-blue Lory
(now probably extinct nominate race histrio: see relevant account). It is also the main or only
home of several species of mammal, including the undescribed squirrel Prosciurillus mentioned
above under Ecology, the endemic race of Sulawesi small cuscus Strigocuscus celebensis
sanghirensis and the Sangihe population of Sulawesi giant squirrel Rubrisciurus rubriventer;
moreover, it is the second known site (the first is Salibabu in the Talaud Islands) for the race
melanotis of Sulawesi bear cuscus Ailurops ursinus, although melanotis is sufficiently distinctive
as probably to warrant species status (J. Riley, J. C. Wardill in litt. 1999).

Finally, it is worth noting that certain species, e.g. the Red-and-blue Lory and the Sangihe
Shrike-thrush, indicate the biogeographic affinities of the Sangihe and Talaud EBA lie in
part with the Moluccas, despite their much greater proximity to Sulawesi (see, e.g., Wallace
1876); this underscores their potential importance, in terms of undescribed species of
invertebrate and plant, and thus the importance of the preservation of representative tracts
of forest on both islands.




