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GREY-WINGED COTINGA Tijuca condita R11 
 
Only two small montane forest areas in the region of Rio de Janeiro city, Brazil, are known to harbour this 
recently described frugivore, and the populations involved could be very low.  
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Grey-winged Cotinga (see Remarks 1) is known from only two mountain 
localities in the state of Rio de Janeiro, south-east Brazil (Snow 1982, Sick 1985).  It was described from a 
female (apparently adult) collected in October 1942 in Fazenda Guinle (c.22°27’S 42°58’W), Teresópolis 
(Snow 1980).  Speculation concerning the altitude at which the type-specimen was collected, given that 
Fazenda Guinle (Fazenda Comarí; for details see Davis 1945), now broken up, included part of what is 
now the town of Teresópolis, at about 800 m, and parts of what is now the Serra dos Órgãos National Park, 
at altitudes of 900 m upwards (Snow 1980), was effectively ended soon after its formal description when a 
female was mist-netted at 1,370 m in the Serra do Tinguá (22°36’S 43°27’W), in November 1980, and a 
small population was found between 1,830 and 1,980 m in the Serra dos Órgãos National Park in 
December of that year (Snow 1982, Scott and Brooke 1985; see Population, Remarks 2).  The species was 
relocated in July 1990 in the Serra dos Órgãos (Gardner and Gardner 1990b) and again in August 1991 
(B. C. Forrester in litt. 1992). 
 
POPULATION  This species is clearly rare and local, occurring at very low density, and the total area of 
suitable habitat is small; however, there is little reason to believe that it was ever much more numerous 
than at present (Scott and Brooke 1985).  At least five singing males (see Ecology) and two other birds 
(including a second trapped female) were located in the Serra dos Órgãos National Park (Snow 1982, Scott 
and Brooke 1985) and, apart from the female netted in 1980 (see Distribution), a single singing male was 
also located in the Tinguá area during a brief visit at the end of November 1981 (Scott and Brooke 1985). 
 
ECOLOGY  The Grey-winged Cotinga has been recorded from small patches of extremely humid elfin 
cloud-forest rich in bromeliads and with a rather even canopy 5-10 m above the ground, both on exposed 
ridge-tops and on sheltered slopes in an otherwise rather open area of bamboo and tussock grass, above the 
main tree-line (Snow 1982).  In August 1991 a calling bird was found in lusher forest habitat at 1,800 m in 
a tall, fruit-laden tree (B. C. Forrester in litt. 1992).  Birds have almost always been located by their calls, 
being remarkably wary and elusive (Snow 1982, Scott and Brooke 1985).  Calling was heard sporadically 
throughout the day but was most frequent in the morning and in the afternoon, under a variety of weather 
conditions, most frequently during periods of calm with low overcast skies, and almost invariably from a 
hidden perch within the dense canopy, from which, at the slightest disturbance, the singer would fly off 
quickly to a similar perch at some distance (Snow 1982).  One bird was seen feeding on small red berries 
exposed on the top of the canopy and calling (Snow 1982).  The female caught at 1,370 m on 
15 November had a well-developed brood-patch (Snow 1982, Scott and Brooke 1985), which indicates 
that the species breeds at that season; it is possible that this female was a foraging bird which had moved 
far down from a larger areas of suitable habitat near the main summit of the Tinguá range, at 1,520 m 
(Snow 1982). 
 
 
THREATS  Although there are no obvious threats to its habitat (Scott and Brooke 1985), the Grey-
winged Cotinga's highly restricted range is likely to be a permanent cause of concern.  In the Serra dos 
Órgãos National Park in July 1990 it was felt that the habitat might be at risk through disturbance by hikers 
(one bird being seen close to a popular trail) and through fire started by camp fires in the dry season 
(Gardner and Gardner 1990b, also B. C. Forrester in litt. 1992). 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  The species occurs in the Serra dos Órgãos National Park, which covers 5,000 ha, 
and in Tinguá, where the forest has been protected from cutting as a water-catchment area for the city of 
Rio de Janeiro (Scott and Brooke 1985).  The ornithologists who rediscovered the species deliberately 
refrained from collecting the bird mist-netted at Tinguá (D. A. Scott verbally 1986), which was released 
(Snow 1982). 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  Further fieldwork is needed to determine the status of this species, and any 
possible threats it may face.  It has been recommended that a biological or equivalent reserve be 

BirdLife International (1992) Threatened Birds of the Americas. 
                    Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International.



Threatened birds of the Americas 
 

 

 
 
2 

established in the Serra do Tinguá area (Scott and Brooke 1985).  The fact that a bird with so tiny a range 
so close to a major city remains unprotected under the law of the country to which it is endemic is a 
curious anomaly that needs attention. 
 
REMARKS  (1) The type-specimen of the Grey-winged Cotinga was originally identified as a Black-and-
gold Cotinga Tijuca atra and remained stored away for over 30 years after being collected (Snow 1980; 
see also Snow and Goodwin 1974).  The plumage colours of the type were sufficiently like those of the 
females of the Black-and-gold Cotinga to have led to its original misidentification, but results from the 
analysis of its feather proteins showed the two birds to be quite distinct species and, although not very 
closely related, to be provisionally treated as congeneric (Snow 1980, Vuilleumier and Mayr 1987; for a 
description of the male's plumage and voice, see Snow 1982).  The main altitudinal ranges of the Grey-
winged and (near-threatened) Black-and-gold Cotingas appear to be largely non-overlapping, the latter 
keeping commonly lower on the same mountain ranges (Snow 1982).  (2) Although a number of 
ornithologists visited the Serra dos Órgãos in the interval between the collection of the type and its 
description, no-one reported any Tijuca-like bird apart from T. atra (Snow 1980), although a bird, possibly 
condita, was seen in these mountains in June 1959 (Sick 1985) when it was assumed to be a young Black-
and-gold Cotinga that had not yet learned to call correctly (Vuilleumier and Mayr 1987). 
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