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ALAGOAS ANTWREN Myrmotherula snowi E2 
 
The last hope for this small insectivore appears to be an unprotected and rapidly diminishing tract of 
upland forest, only 1,500 ha in extent, near the type-locality in Alagoas state, Brazil. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Alagoas Antwren (see Remarks) is known only from (Fazenda) Pedra Branca 
(“Serra Branca”: see Remarks 2 under Alagoas Foliage-gleaner Philydor novaesi), near Murici (9°19’S 
35°57’W), on the south-eastern escarpment of the Borborema plateau in Alagoas, north-eastern Brazil 
(see, e.g., Teixeira and Gonzaga 1983; also D. M. Teixeira in litt. 1987), although it appears now to be 
present only in the remaining part of this area known as Fazenda Bananeira (see Threats, Measures 
Proposed under Alagoas Foliage-gleaner).  It was described from one adult male and two adult females 
collected in February 1979 (Teixeira and Gonzaga 1985), while one additional (juvenile) male was 
obtained from the same locality in May 1984 (specimen in MNRJ).  The species was again recorded at this 
site in October 1990 (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991) and in April 1992 (M. Pearman in litt. 1992).  It seems to 
be restricted to upland forest (550 m), not having been found in the coastal lowlands (Teixeira and 
Gonzaga 1985). 
 
POPULATION  Numbers are not known. 
 
ECOLOGY  The Alagoas Antwren has been recorded in the middle strata of forest, where it often joins 
mixed-species flocks of insectivorous birds in which White-flanked Antwrens Myrmotherula axillaris and 
a variety of other formicariids may be present (Teixeira and Gonzaga 1985, Teixeira 1987a,b).  Another 
observer has found the species in pairs and small groups, actively foraging 1.5-2 m up in the undergrowth 
and not associating with other species (M. Pearman in litt. 1992).  Food consists of arthropods taken from 
the foliage; the stomachs of specimens collected contained the remains of spiders and insects, including 
beetles, cockroaches and ants (Teixeira and Gonzaga 1985).  Breeding seems to occur around February, as 
judged from the gonad condition of specimens and the birds' behaviour: one female collected on 
9 February had an egg in the oviduct, and juveniles still in the company of their presumed parents were 
observed in May (Teixeira and Gonzaga 1985). 
 
THREATS  Destruction of forest at Pedra Branca is the single most serious threat to this and all other 
upland forest species in Alagoas (see Threats under Alagoas Foliage-gleaner). 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  None is known (but see equivalent section under Alagoas Foliage-gleaner). 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  An initiative to preserve forest and its rich birdlife at Pedra Branca (Fazenda 
Bananeira) needs urgent impetus (see Measures Proposed and Remarks under Alagoas Foliage-gleaner). 
 
REMARKS  This bird was originally described as a subspecies of the Unicoloured Antwren M. unicolor 
from south-east Brazil, but there is growing evidence that it is a good species, with very different 
vocalizations (D. Willis in litt. 1990, B. M. Whitney in litt. 1991, M. Pearman in litt. 1992). 
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