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SHORT-CRESTED COQUETTE Lophornis brachylopha E2 
 
Inhabiting the rapidly decreasing semi-deciduous forest on the slopes of the Sierra Madre del Sur of 
Guerrero, Mexico, this recently described hummingbird is still only known from a 40 km stretch of road, 
and is totally unprotected. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  Only recently recognized as a full species (Banks 1990; see Remarks), the Short-
crested Coquette is known from a c.40 km of road in the Sierra Madre del Sur of Guerrero, Mexico 
(coordinates below are taken from CETN 1984b).  The species was originally described from two adult 
males taken c.56 km (c.70 km in Banks 1990) north-west of Acapulco, at San Vicente de Benítez 
(17°18’N 100°17’W) in May 1947 (Moore 1949), and was not found again until a male and two females 
were collected at Arroyo Grande, 13 km north-east of Paraíso (17°20’N 100°13’W) in 1986 (Ornelas 
1987, Howell 1989).  Both of these localities are north-west of Acapulco along the Atoyac de Alvarez–
Chilpancingo road, Arroyo Grande being c.10 km north-east of the type-locality (Banks 1990).  A female 
was seen (the first observation of the species in the field) at Arroyo Grande on 14 April 1988 (Howell 
1989, S. N. G. Howell in litt. 1991).  Other observations (all during or since 1988) along this road are 
from: 3.5 km north of San Vicente de Benítez; between San Vicente de Benítez and Paraíso; 12-13 km 
north-east of Paraíso; 2-3 km south of Nueva Delhi (c.17°25’N 100°12’W, north of Paraíso); and 8-12 km 
north of Nueva Delhi (Howell 1992). 
 
POPULATION  Prior to the race brachylopha being given specific status, it was considered to be 
“apparently very rare in Mexico” (Blake 1953), or (erroneously) “accidental in south-west Guerrero” 
(Peterson and Chalif 1973; see Remarks).  The female seen in April 1988 was observed for c.20 seconds 
after five days of searching (Howell 1989, 1992), and experiences of other birdwatchers in 1988 and 1989 
seemed to confirm that this species (like all other Lophornis species: A. G. Navarro and A. T. Peterson in 
litt. 1991) was rare and hard to find. 
 However, observations of birds during 1990 suggested that the species is in fact relatively 
common (S. N. G. Howell in litt. 1991, Howell 1992): four were found in January, 8-12 km north of 
Nueva Delhi; three (a male and two females) on 23 March, 2-3 km south of Nueva Delhi; four on 21 May, 
3.5 km north of San Vicente de Benítez; and seven on 23 May, between Paraíso and San Vicente de 
Benítez (making a total of 9-10 birds on this stretch of road) (Howell 1992).  The Short-crested Coquette is 
thus locally common at the right season (Howell 1992), but presumably resident (see below). 
 
ECOLOGY  This coquette has been found in semi-deciduous tropical forest at the type-locality and in 
evergreen subtropical forest at Arroyo Grande (where it occurs sympatrically with the White-tailed 
Hummingbird Eupherusa poliocerca: see relevant account), its habitat generally being considered to be 
cloud-forest and edge (Ornelas 1987, S. N. G. Howell in litt. 1989; see below).  San Vicente de Benítez is 
at about 915 m (not 460 m as given on the 1947 specimen labels: S. N. G. Howell in litt. 1989), and 
Arroyo Grande is at 1,350 m (Ornelas 1987), but with records coming from both north of Arroyo Grande 
(4-5 km north of Nueva Delhi is at 1,650 m) and south of San Vicente de Benítez, Howell (1992) gave the 
altitudinal range of the species as 900-1,800 m, although local people near Atoyac de Alvarez suggested 
that the species is highly seasonal and occurs down to almost 650 m in clear-cut secondary growth (A. G. 
Navarro and A. T. Peterson in litt. 1991).  Howell (1992) suspected that this species breeds in cloud-forest 
from about November to February (this seems to be confirmed by the two specimens taken 29 April and 1 
May 1986, which were in moult and had undeveloped gonads: Ornelas 1987), with post-breeding dispersal 
and the pursuit of flowers taking them to lower altitudes in March–May (there are no records from June to 
December). 
 The Short-crested Coquette was recorded flycatching in April 1988, but most subsequent records 
(from March to May, and in subtropical forest) have been of birds adjacent to the road where they were 
feeding at the flowers of Clethra cf. mexicana, Inga sp., Conostegia cf. xalapensis (probably), and 
Cecropia cf. obtusifolia; they have not apparently been recorded in or feeding on coffee (see Howell 
1992). 
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THREATS  The Short-crested Coquette is at present known from an extremely small area of the Sierra 
Madre del Sur which is suffering from steady habitat destruction (S. N. G. Howell in litt. 1987, Howell 
1989; see White-tailed Hummingbird account) with, for example (between Paraíso and Nueva Delhi), the 
semi-deciduous forest being rapidly cleared for the cultivation of maize, fruit and coffee (Howell 1992, 
Navarro 1992): this forest-type is apparently the most perturbed in the region (A. G. Navarro in litt. 1991). 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  None is known. 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  Protection of the forest within the immediate known range of this species is 
essential for its continued existence, and at the same time specific surveys should be undertaken east and 
west of the Paraíso area to determine its true distribution.  Although a brief survey above Zihuatanejo 
failed to find the species, this area should perhaps be targeted for further work (A. G. Navarro and A. T. 
Peterson in litt. 1991).  Any surveys and subsequent recommendations for protected areas should be 
coordinated with the measures undertaken for White-tailed Hummingbird and White-throated Jay 
Cyanolyca mirabilis (see relevant accounts): the available evidence suggests that the cloud- and 
subtropical forest areas in the vicinity of Nueva Delhi are important for all three of the above species, and 
should be a priority for any conservation efforts in the region.  With the jay clearly requiring pine–oak 
forest, the White-tailed Hummingbird being restricted to cloud-forest, and this species needing semi-
deciduous and cloud-forest, a protected area must embrace the full altitudinal complement of these habitats 
(see relevant accounts). 
 
REMARKS  The Short-crested Coquette was originally described as a subspecies of the Rufous-crested 
Coquette Lophornis delattrei (Moore 1949), its occurrence in Mexico being questioned and many 
ornithologists giving little credence to the 1947 record (Ornelas 1987, Howell 1989), which AOU (1983) 
totally ignored.  The Rufous-crested Coquette was otherwise unknown north of Costa Rica (c.1,900 km 
away), the centre of abundance being from Panama to north Colombia and eastern Bolivia (Stiles and 
Skutch 1989).  Following the 1988 observation, and having compared the 1986 specimens with other 
species of coquette, Howell (1989 and in litt. 1989) concluded that the Guerrero birds were quite unlike the 
Rufous-crested or any other coquette, and are obviously specifically distinct: a formal description and 
proposal for its specific status is given by Banks (1990). 
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