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CINNAMON-VENTED PIHA Lipaugus lanioides V/R10 
 
Identification problems may have hindered a true appreciation of the range of this cotinga from south-east 
Brazil, which seems to occupy foothill and lower montane forest and to depend heavily on certain palm 
fruits.  It has become rare, and merits close ecological study. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Cinnamon-vented Piha (see Remarks 1) is endemic to south-eastern Brazil from 
Espírito Santo and south-eastern Minas Gerais south to Paraná (no records since 1946) and Santa Catarina 
(no recent records).  A record from Pelotas, Rio Grande do Sul, is usually not accepted (von Ihering 1898, 
von Ihering and von Ihering 1907, Hellmayr 1929b, Pinto 1944, Snow 1982, Belton 1984-1985), although 
Sick (1985) included this state in the species's range.  Identification problems are such that the more 
northerly and lowland records, although reproduced here, have to be regarded with severity (even museum 
specimens have been confused with Screaming Piha Lipaugus vociferans – see Remarks 2 – and sight 
records without tape-recordings, particularly by first-time or one-off visitors to the species's range, need to 
be scrupulously documented and scrupulously evaluated). 
 Bahia  A bird, probably this species, was seen at the CVRD Porto Seguro Reserve in February 
1989 (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991).  This report parallels one of the species from Monte Pascoal National 
Park, June 1990, following an earlier but uncertain report from A. Greensmith, September 1979, from this 
same area (Gardner and Gardner 1990b).  These require further substantiation before it can be 
satisfactorily agreed that the bird ranges into the south of the state. 
 Espírito Santo  Records are (north to south) from Sooretama Biological Reserve, January 1981 
(Scott and Brooke 1985), in June 1987 (P. K. Donahue in litt. 1987), and possibly in February 1986 (C. E. 
Carvalho in litt. 1987; see also Remarks 2); Jatiboca (near Itarana), May and August 1940, January and 
August 1941 (five specimens in MNRJ); Santa Teresa, between 680 and 850 m, June to August 1940, 
January 1941, September 1943, October 1964 and May 1966 (eight specimens in DZMG and MNRJ; also 
Ruschi 1969); Augusto Ruschi (Nova Lombardia) Biological Reserve (at Santa Teresa), September 1979 
(A. Greensmith per D. Willis in litt. 1988), almost annually in small numbers from October 1980 to 
October 1990 (TAP), with other sightings over the same period in the months of June, July, August, 
September and October (Gonzaga et al. 1987, Gardner and Gardner 1990b, M. Pearman in litt. 1990, 
Whitney in litt. 1990, B. C. Forrester in litt. 1992); Chaves, Santa Leopoldina, August and September 1942 
(Pinto 1944; eight specimens in MCZ and MZUSP); Duas Bocas Forest Reserve (near Cariacica), 700 m, 
February 1987 (C. E. Carvalho in litt. 1987); “Braço do Sul” (rio Jucu, Braço Sul), June 1896 (Hellmayr 
1915, 1929b); Segredo do Veado, Serra do Caparaó, 900 m, October 1929 (specimen in AMNH).  One 
undated specimen (in MNRJ) is labelled “Caparaó, Espírito Santo”. 
 Minas Gerais  Records (north to south) are: Serra do Cipó National Park, 1980 (A. Brandt in litt. 
1987); Fazenda Boa Esperança, north of São José da Lagoa (now Nova Era), September and October 1940 
(Pinto 1944); Rio Doce State Park, August 1988 (S. G. D. Cook in litt. 1988); Fazenda Montes Claros, 
near Caratinga, recently (D. B. Trent per B. C. Forrester in litt. 1992); Serra do Caraça (near Santa 
Bárbara), November 1973, May 1974 (two specimens in DZMG; also Carnevalli 1980), March 1989 (J. F. 
Pacheco in litt. 1991), and undated (A. Whittaker in litt. 1991); Mariana, 1906 (von Ihering and von 
Ihering 1907, Pinto 1944) and March 1926 (specimen in MNRJ from Fazenda Taveira); Serra de Matapau, 
Ouro Preto, May 1926 (two specimens in MNRJ); Santa Bárbara de Caparaó (now Caparaó), 900 m, 
October 1929 (two specimens in AMNH and LSUMZ); Porto Seguro, Piranga, September 1936 (specimen 
in MZUFV); Viçosa, February, April and July 1934, September 1935, August 1936 and May 1937 (eight 
specimens in MZUFV; also Monteiro et al. 1983); Serra do Brigadeiro (near Araponga), August 1991 
(G. T. de Mattos verbally 1991). 
 Rio de Janeiro  Records are (east to west) from Agulha and ribeirão Vermelho, Desengano State 
Park, at 550 m, June 1987 and November 1988 (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991); Cantagalo (Cabanis 1874); 
Teresópolis at Fazendas Boa Fé and Comarí, May, June and September 1942 (Davis 1945, specimens in 
MNRJ and MZUSP); Fazenda da Serra, Itatiaia, September 1956 (specimen in LACM), this record 
evidently being close to or in the Itatiaia National Park, where three specimens were collected at Maromba 
(1,200 m) and “Engenharia” in July and September 1950 (Pinto 1954b), and where a bird was seen at 
1,100 m in December 1979 (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991). 
 São Paulo  One old record is from as far north as Franca, December 1910 (Pinto 1944).  Localities 
in the southern half of the state (north to south) are: Fazenda Barreiro Rico, c.22°45’S 48°09’W, Anhembi, 
500-600 m, November 1957, September 1959, November 1964 (four specimens in MZUSP), November 
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1969 (specimen in MNRJ) and 1975-1977 (Willis 1979, whence coordinates); Victoria (now Vitoriana), 
March and April 1901 (three specimens in AMNH), May to July 1902 (five specimens in BMNH, MCZ, 
USNM; also Hellmayr 1929b); Mato Dentro and Ipanema (von Pelzeln 1868-1871, Hellmayr 1929b); 
Ubatuba Experimental Station, October 1943 (specimen in MZUSP), São Sebastião, May 1990 (specimen 
in AMNH); Ribeirão Fundo, c.24°15’S 47°45’W, July 1961 (specimen in MZUSP); Fazenda Poço 
Grande, Juquiá, May 1940 (Pinto 1944); rio Ipiranga (near Juquiá) at several points, August 1960 (five 
specimens in FMNH), September and October 1962 (three specimens in MZUSP); Iporanga, on rio 
Ribeira de Iguape, July 1897 and December 1944 (three specimens in MZUSP; also Pinto 1944; see 
Remarks 3); Fazenda Intervales, Capão Bonito and Iporanga, 400 and 1,100 m, May 1991 (J. F. Pacheco 
in litt. 1991); Ilha do Cardoso State Park, 100-300 m, recently (P. Martuscelli in litt. 1991).  Untraced 
localities in the state are: km 118, BR-2 (now BR-116), August 1962; Rocha (at headwaters of ribeirão 
Fundo), August 1961; Estação Engenheiro Ferraz, May 1964 (specimens in MZUSP); Pai Matias, October 
1965 (specimen in CM); Ipiranga, “Port. v. Travessão”, March 1957 (specimens in YPM). 
 Paraná  The only record is from Açungui (25°15’S 48°20’W; not the town south-east of Castro as 
in GQR 1991), Serra Negra (in the present-day Guaraqueçaba Environmental Protection Area), where two 
birds (in MHNCI) were obtained in August 1946 (F. C. Straube in litt. 1991, whence coordinates). 
 Santa Catarina  Records are from the northern coast: Joinville, July 1918 (specimen in FMNH; 
also Hellmayr 1929b); Hansa-Humboldt (now Corupá), 11 June 1928 and 3 July 1929 (specimens in 
MNRJ, AMNH); Blumenau (Hellmayr 1929b); Brusque (undated specimen in LACM).  No recent records 
were reported by Sick et al. (1981). 
 
POPULATION  In general the Cinnamon-vented Piha has become rare and very local.  Although it is 
considered “locally common and difficult to detect when not calling” (D. M. Teixeira in litt. 1987), most 
recent records have involved only a few individuals even at well-known sites, and it is unlikely that many 
major populations remain to be discovered.  In the Augusto Ruschi reserve, the species was found every 
day in small to moderate numbers of up to 12 individuals, and the population there may number in the low 
hundreds (TAP). 
 
ECOLOGY  This species occurs primarily in foothill and lower montane forest (from c.500 to 1,000 m) 
in the northern part of its range, but (like many south-east Brazilian endemics) has also been found in 
lowland forest in São Paulo and to the south.  That records from near sea level are perhaps the result of 
vertical (seasonal) movements (especially the possible coastal records from north of São Paulo) needs to 
be verified (Snow 1973).  There is little doubt that this species primarily occurs above its morphologically 
similar congener, the Screaming Piha, in the northern part of its range (as suggested by Snow 1982).  
There may even be no overlap with the Screaming Piha (as suggested by Sick 1985); the evidence that 
suggests otherwise – i.e. the records from Sooretama and elsewhere in Espírito Santo and in Bahia – 
deserves consideration but requires corroboration (the once suspected altitudinal separation in congeners 
such as White-tailed and Mantled Hawks Leucopternis lacernulata and L. polionota and Golden-tailed and 
Brown-backed Parrotlets Touit surda and T. melanonota has not been upheld by new information: see 
relevant accounts).  In the Augusto Ruschi reserve Cinnamon-vented Pihas inhabit mature forest averaging 
about 25 m in height; middle-storey and undergrowth palms are abundant in many places, especially a 
Euterpe (presumably edulis) (TAP).  Males typically call/display from the crowns of mid-storey and lower 
canopy trees within small areas (used annually in at least September/October throughout the 1980s); three 
display areas were in forest with rather open undergrowth on slopes above more level, poorly drained 
areas where Euterpe was common (TAP).  Leks are frequented by one to at least three but usually two 
males (TAP; also C. E. Carvalho in litt. 1987, J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991, A. Whittaker in litt. 1991, M. 
Pearman in litt. 1992).   
 Birds have been observed feeding on the fruits and regurgitating the seeds of Euterpe edulis at 
both the Augusto Ruschi reserve (TAP) and Fazenda Intervales (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991); foraging sites 
at the former were also frequented by the threatened Blue-bellied Parrot Triclaria malachitacea, and the 
current distribution of these species might prove to be very similar (TAP).  The pihas have also been seen 
to take smaller fig-like fruits in the tops of tall trees also frequented by Bare-throated Bellbirds Procnias 
nudicollis (TAP).  Stomach contents of specimens in MNRJ and MZUFV are given as fruits or large fruits, 
in one case specifically “assahy” berries (i.e. palmito or juçara palm fruits).  One mantid, one beetle and 
other insect remains, besides vegetable remains, have been recorded as food on two specimen labels 
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(Schubart et al. 1965), but this record is probably in error (see Remarks 2); however, the species is listed 
by Willis (1979) as one which consumes large fruit and insects. 
 Moult records indicate that a post-breeding moult begins mainly in October and November with 
no clear difference between sexes, which would signify that both probably attend the nest (Snow 1982), 
whereas the gonads were not enlarged in a female collected in July in Santa Catarina, but were fairly 
enlarged in three males obtained in October in the Serra do Caparaó (specimens in AMNH and LSUMZ).  
This evidence is consistent with the statement that the species was active at Teresópolis in September 
(Davis 1945), and males were quite vocal in leks from September to November in Espírito Santo (TAP). 
 
THREATS  The fragmentation of the species's range by extensive forest destruction has been and remains 
the one significant threat; even if current records are from a number of protected areas, the species's 
ecological requirements remain very poorly known and its recorded numbers in those areas are too low to 
be confident about the future of the populations they hold.  Furthermore, some of these reserves, such as 
Ilha do Cardoso in São Paulo and Desengano in Rio de Janeiro are also suffering from deforestation 
(P. Martuscelli in litt. 1991, J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991).  The cutting of Euterpe palms within standing 
forest may have affected populations (see Threats under Blue-bellied Parrot). 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  The species is protected under Brazilian law (Bernardes et al. 1990).  Some of its 
present remnant populations should persist so long as the protected areas where they have been found 
continue to be preserved; but see Threats. 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  Surveys of the species in the field are needed to confirm and monitor its 
continued existence in the localities where it has been recorded, particularly in areas which may prove to 
be important for its long-term survival (such as the Rio Doce State Park in Minas Gerais, Augusto Ruschi 
Biological Reserve in Espírito Santo, Itatiaia National Park in Rio de Janeiro and Ilha do Cardoso State 
Park in São Paulo), as well as to locate any new populations and redefine its range.  A research programme 
into its population dynamics and habitat requirements at various sites should partner a general review of its 
status in these areas, whose continued protection is obviously an immediate need.  Some of this work 
might be extended to cover similar research on the Blue-bellied Parrot, which appears to utilize the same 
key food-plant, as does the Black-fronted Piping-guan Pipile jacutinga (see relevant accounts and Ecology 
above). 
 
REMARKS  (1) An early suggestion that the Cinnamon-vented Piha was probably conspecific with the 
Screaming Piha, its range and variation being too little known to admit a final conclusion (Hellmayr 
1929b), has been discounted in the light of further knowledge (Snow 1973).  (2) Two birds from 
Sooretama, November 1944, whose stomach contents are given (see Ecology), were identified as of this 
species (Schubart et al. 1965), but at least one, still in MNRJ, is actually a Screaming Piha (LPG), as 
already correctly identified in Aguirre and Aldrighi (1987); the second was not conserved (Schubart et al. 
1965).  (3) Von Ihering (1898) and von Ihering and von Ihering (1907) referred to “Iguape” as the 
provenance of a specimen in Museu Paulista (now MZUSP), evidently that from 1897, whose label reads 
“Iguape–Iporanga, R. Krone, 21.7.1897”. 
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