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PECTORAL ANTWREN Herpsilochmus pectoralis V9 
 
This poorly known and very local antbird is known from three scattered areas of north-eastern Brazil 
where it survives in unprotected caatinga woodland, secondary woodlots and gallery forest. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Pectoral Antwren (see Remarks 1) is endemic to north-eastern Brazil in the states 
of Maranhão, Rio Grande do Norte, Sergipe and Bahia. 
 Maranhão  All the records are from the north-eastern quarter of the state, most of the localities 
being on the rio Itapicuru basin: Primeira Cruz, May 1906 (Cory 1924); Boa Vista (= Santo Amaro, 
2°33’S 43°14’W in Paynter and Traylor 1991), April 1907 (Pinto 1938); Axixá, 1980s (P. Roth verbally 
1986); Rosário, 16 April 1926 (Naumburg 1939); Fazenda do Caximbo, Coroatá, September 1972 
(specimens in LSUMZ, MPEG; also Oren 1991); Cocos (south of Codó), June 1924 (Hellmayr 1929a; 
hence presumably the reference to “the banks of the middle Itapicuru” in Snethlage 1927-1928). 
 Rio Grande do Norte  The only record is from near Natal, August 1987 (G. T. de Mattos verbally 
1987). 
 Sergipe  A single adult male was seen and tape-recorded at the Itabaiana Ecological Reserve, 
175 m, on 25 September 1991 (B. M. Whitney in litt. 1991; other observers were J. F. Pacheco, J. L. 
Rowlett). 
 Bahia  Although most museum skins are from this state, precise localities have rarely been 
indicated (Pinto 1935; see Remarks 2) and include (all in the north-eastern quarter of the state, here given 
north to south): Serra Branca (north-east of Canche), a pair seen in January 1979 (LPG; also Sick et al. 
1987); Jeremoabo, August 1989 (B. C. Forrester in litt. 1992) and September 1991 (B. M. Whitney in litt. 
1991); Santa Bárbara and Itaberaba, January 1988 (B. M. Whitney in litt. 1988); Cachoeira, rio Paraguaçu, 
August 1926 (six specimens in MNRJ); Corupeba (= Curupeba, 12°48’S 38°36’W in Paynter and Traylor 
1991), February 1933 (Pinto 1935). 
 
POPULATION  The species is clearly extremely local but, although its overall numbers probably cannot 
be high, it has been considered “locally common” (J. Vielliard in litt. 1986), and “not rare” around Axixá 
(P. Roth verbally 1986). 
 
ECOLOGY  The Pectoral Antwren has been recorded from gallery forest (specimens in FMNH) and 
deciduous forest (Oren 1988) in Maranhão, and in tall caatinga woodland and closed old secondary forest 
in Bahia (LPG; B. M. Whitney in litt. 1988; specimens in MNRJ).  Snethlage (1927-1928) only recorded 
the species in dry palm woodland, and he only found this habitat on the banks of the middle Itapicuru, 
Maranhão.  In two localities in central-eastern Bahia the species was present in remnant woodlots 
characterized by numerous trees over 10 m and often 15-20 m in height, but was not found in 
neighbouring habitats with smaller trees; one of the positive sites had been moderately grazed but still 
showed fairly well developed understorey, with shrubs interlocking in several areas, while the other had 
had all its understorey cleared, and was “saved” as a shady spot for cattle (B. M. Whitney in litt. 1988). 
 Stomach contents of specimens in FMNH are given as “insects”.  Birds have been observed 
foraging by hopping along limbs mostly in the higher parts of trees (canopy and subcanopy about 4 m [2-
6 m] up), gleaning arthropods from bark, leaves and twigs (B. M. Whitney in litt. 1991). 
 Two females (in MNRJ) collected on 20 and 31 August in Bahia had well developed ovaries 
(“ovos muitos desenvolvidos”).  There are no other data on breeding except for observations on a family 
party which included independent immatures in late September (B. M. Whitney in litt. 1991). 
 
THREATS  Although the species's range and habitat are still insufficiently known, it is apparently 
dependent upon taller deciduous woodland, which is rare and under pressure in north-eastern Brazil. 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  The species is protected under Brazilian law (Bernardes et al. 1990).  It occurs in 
the small Itabaiana reserve in Sergipe. 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  Surveys of the species in the field are needed to obtain more accurate 
knowledge of its distribution and habitat requirements (B. M. Whitney in litt. 1988), and should be 
undertaken in conjunction with efforts to determine an area for the creation of a reserve of deciduous forest 
in Maranhão, as suggested by Oren and Novaes (1986b), and in central Bahia.  The Maranhão reserve 
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should also seek to protect a population of Moustached Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes falcirostris (see 
relevant account), and in this regard it is worth noting that these two birds were singled out as 
characteristic of the palm woodland found in the middle Itapicuru, Maranhão (Snethlage 1927-1928); see 
also Remarks 2 under Plain Spinetail Synallaxis infuscata. 
 
REMARKS  (1) The species is closely related to Large-billed Antwren H. longirostris from northern 
Bolivia and Central Brazil (Hellmayr 1929a, Davis and O'Neill 1986).  (2) The possibility that this species 
“occurs in all the caatinga region from north and west of Bahia, extending into Maranhão, following the 
pattern of many other passerines found in the Bahian reconcavo” (Pinto 1935) still needs to be checked. 
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