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HOOK-BILLED HERMIT Glaucis dohrnii V/R10 
 
This rare and little seen hummingbird of the of forest interior has been reduced by habitat loss to a few 
widely scattered localities in the Atlantic Forest region of Bahia and Espírito Santo, Brazil, and its status 
remains obscure. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Hook-billed Hermit (see Remarks 1) is endemic to the Atlantic Forest region of 
south-eastern Brazil from Bahia (see Remarks 2) south of Salvador south to Espírito Santo and possibly 
eastern Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro state (see Remarks 3), but is now confined to a very few, highly 
scattered sites within this range.  In the following account, coordinates are from Paynter and Traylor 
(1991). 
 Bahia  Records (north to south) are from: Serra do Palhão, c.14°15’S 39°50’W, rio Gongogi, near 
Jequié, December 1932 (Pinto 1935); the CVRD Porto Seguro Reserve, October 1987 (Collar 1987, 
Gonzaga et al. 1988), January 1988 (B. M. Whitney in litt. 1988), February 1989 (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 
1991), although not found on a six days' visit in September 1990 (D. Willis in litt. 1991; see Threats); 
Monte Pascoal National Park, 1977 (King 1978-1979, Sick and Teixeira 1979); the valley of the rio 
Mucuri, October 1947 (Ruschi 1974), although absent there in the early 1960s (Ruschi 1965b). 
 Espírito Santo  Records (unless otherwise indicated, as documented by Ruschi 1974) are (north to 
south) from: Três de Agosto, 18°08’S 40°07’W, October 1949 (Ruschi 1961); ribeirão (córrego) do 
Engano, 18°15’S 40°02’W, September 1941 and October 1943; Córrego do Veado Biological Reserve, 
1960s (Ruschi 1965b); Fazenda Klabin (now corresponding to the Córrego Grande Biological Reserve), 
municipality of Conceição da Barra (not São João da Barra as in Sick 1985), October to December 1972, 
January and July 1973; Boa Lembrança (presumably Fazenda Boa Lembrança, rio Itaúnas, as in Aguirre 
and Aldrighi 1983), October 1943; Fazenda Roschisky, rio Itaúnas, June 1970 (specimen in MNRJ); rio 
Itaúnas, September 1950 (specimen in MZUSP) and November 1963 (specimen in AMNH); Pedro 
Canário, September 1963; São Mateus, September and November 1947; rio São José, September 1942; the 
CVRD Linhares Reserve (adjacent to Sooretama Biological Reserve), August 1988 (D. F. Stotz in litt. 
1988), although not found in August 1991 (Stotz 1991); Baixo Guandu (in one case precisely Fazenda 
União), November 1925, December 1929, and September 1942.  An older specimen is from an unspecified 
locality on the rio Doce, January 1906 (Pinto 1935; in MZUSP).  In the 1960s the species was alleged to 
be restricted either to Fazenda Klabin (Ruschi 1967) or to Córrego do Veado (Ruschi 1969).  A decade 
later Fazenda Klabin was identified as one of only two localities where the species was believed to survive 
(King 1978-1979, Sick and Teixeira 1979; see Population), but it was not found there in a rapid survey in 
October 1986 (Collar 1987). 
 Minas Gerais  This state was included in the species's range by Ruschi (1965b), who reported 
having found it at Nanuque (but see Remarks 3), and by Grantsau (1989).  The record from Baixo Guandu 
just across the border in Espírito Santo (see above) suggests that the species may once have occurred on 
the eastern fringes of the state. 
 Rio de Janeiro  Although commonly given as a range state (e.g. in Salvin and Hartert 1892, von 
Ihering and von Ihering 1907, Pinto 1938, 1978, Meyer de Schauensee 1966, Grantsau 1989), the evidence 
for the species's occurrence there appears to derive entirely from an old, undated specimen in BMNH 
labelled “Rio de Janeiro” (see Remarks 4). 
 
POPULATION  From the scarcity of records it appears that the species was always rare, or at least very 
local, although King (1978-1979) considered that it “was once vastly more abundant than it is today”.  
Whatever the relative degrees of rarity over the past hundred years, there seems to be little doubt that the 
species has suffered a great decline in both numbers and distribution as a result of the extensive forest 
destruction which has taken place in its range, and that it is probably still becoming rarer.  Over 20 years 
ago it was judged the most threatened hummingbird species (Ruschi 1965b, 1967, Sick 1969, 1972) and it 
has been kept ever since in the “endangered” category of threatened bird lists (King 1978-1979, Sick and 
Teixeira 1979).  A prediction that the species had no more than 10 years left, having reduced in range from 
35,000 km2 to only 100 km2 in about 30 years (Ruschi 1967) was certainly (and fortunately) only an 
exaggerated guess to call attention to its plight, but its undoubtedly critical status continued to be 
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acknowledged throughout the 1980s even in identification guides, where it has been called “on verge of 
extinction” (Meyer de Schauensee 1982) and “one of the rarest Brazilian species” (Grantsau 1989).  In the 
late 1960s the species was said to be restricted to the Córrego do Veado Biological Reserve, where no 
more than 50 birds were believed to exist (Ruschi 1969); in the following decade, the Fazenda Klabin was 
elevated to the status of the species's last stronghold, where a population of about 20 was thought to persist 
(Ruschi 1976), but in 1977 the bird was found in the Monte Pascoal National Park, where it was 
considered to be uncommon (King 1978-1979).  Regardless of this, Ruschi (1982) continued to affirm that 
the species only survived in Fazenda Klabin, with a population of 40 individuals left.  Although it was not 
found in 1986 either in Monte Pascoal or in what remained of Fazenda Klabin's forest, an apparently 
strong population of the species was discovered in the CVRD Porto Seguro Reserve, which was then 
considered to be “evidently a stronghold of the species” (Collar 1987; but see Threats).  The status of the 
species in the CVRD Linhares Reserve remains to be clarified. 
 
ECOLOGY  The Hook-billed Hermit inhabits lowland primary forest in Espírito Santo and Bahia (Ruschi 
1982, Sick 1985).  Birds in Porto Seguro were observed in the interior of closed-canopy forest, and mainly 
found in damp areas along streambeds, particularly in areas with abundant Heliconia plants (Gonzaga et 
al. 1987), but also once visiting a row of ornamental flowering trees near the forest (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 
1991).  This species has been recorded visiting the same flowers (e.g. of lemon trees) as the congeneric 
Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsuta, sometimes at the same time (Sick 1985). 
 There is a great deal of inconsistency in recorded breeding data, incubation period being given as 
16 days (Ruschi 1974) or 14-15 days (Ruschi 1982), and fledgling period from 22-30 days (Ruschi 1974) 
to 20-22 days (Ruschi 1982); another author (Grantsau 1989) states that the nest is similar to that of both 
Saw-billed Hermit Ramphodon naevius and Rufous-breasted Hermit, breeding occurring from September 
to February, and that the incubation and fledgling periods are, respectively, 15 and 27 days. 
 
THREATS  The massive deforestation which has taken place throughout the species's range has been 
regarded as the cause of its decline (Ruschi 1965b, 1974, 1982, Sick 1985), and even in most of the 
reserves where it has been found in the last three decades it is seemingly not safe; the privately owned 
forest at Fazenda Klabin, although now the IBAMA-run Córrego Grande Biological Reserve, has been 
reduced over the past two decades from 4,000 ha to only 1,200 ha, and now includes no significant 
watercourse except along its periphery (Gonzaga et al. 1987); the Monte Pascoal National Park is also 
under severe pressure (Redford 1989); the CVRD Porto Seguro Reserve, although generally well 
maintained, was under considerable pressure from squatters (Gonzaga et al. 1987), and has suffered also 
from fire (J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991) and the construction of forest roads, which has caused many large 
ponds to form and hence destroy what may have been Hook-billed Hermit habitat (D. Willis in litt. 1991); 
fire spreading from the surrounding farmland is a permanent threat also to the Córrego do Veado 
Biological Reserve (Mendes 1986), which in any case only possesses a few small streams (Gonzaga et al. 
1987).  The Itaúnas Forest Reserve that was created in 1948 would have served also for the protection of 
this species, but it was invaded by squatters and destroyed (Ruschi 1965b, 1967). 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  The species is listed on Appendix I of CITES and has been protected by Brazilian 
law since 1973 (LPG, Bernardes et al. 1990).  Some of its present remnant populations should persist so 
long as the forests where they have been found continue to be preserved; but see Threats.  On the basis of 
evidence under Population, the two critical areas for the species are the CVRD Porto Seguro Reserve in 
Bahia and the CVRD Linhares Reserve (possibly also adjacent Sooretama Biological Reserve) in Espírito 
Santo, but the former should not be looked upon as a final “safety net” reserve for this species until some 
better idea of its population size there is obtained (D. Willis in litt. 1991; see Threats), and the same could 
evidently apply to the Linhares site, although this is much larger and better kept than that at Porto Seguro. 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  Establishment of a reserve for this species in the rio Itaúnas area was 
advocated several times in the past (Ruschi 1965b, Sick 1969, 1972), as well as the preservation and 
enlargement of the Córrego do Veado Biological Reserve (Ruschi 1969), and it is now evident that those 
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claims have only partially succeeded; ironically, none of the above-mentioned areas seems to be of much 
present importance for the species, although these and other remaining patches of forest within its range 
might still harbour small but so far undetected populations, and merit being searched.  Support for known 
key sites remains imperative.  More specifically, it is important that CVRD continue recognizing the 
importance of their reserve at Porto Seguro and give it the excellent standard of protection afforded to their 
reserve at Linhares. 
 
REMARKS  (1) The Hook-billed Hermit has been intermittently treated either in the genus Ramphodon, 
endemic to the Atlantic Forest region of south-eastern Brazil (e.g. Ruschi 1965b, 1967, 1974, Sick 1969, 
1972, 1985, Meyer de Schauensee 1982, Sibley and Monroe 1990), or in Glaucis (e.g. von Ihering and von 
Ihering 1907, Cory 1918, Pinto 1935, 1938, 1978, Ruschi 1961, Meyer de Schauensee 1966, Grantsau 
1989).  (2) Meyer de Schauensee's (1982) citation of this species's range as in Espírito Santo and “probably 
adjacent Bahia” is obviously mistaken, but it was apparently intended (Meyer de Schauensee 1970) to 
denote its possible disappearance from this latter state.  (3) Although stating that he had never found 
verification for the species in Minas Gerais (contra Ruschi 1965b), Ceará and Rio de Janeiro, Ruschi 
(1974) implicitly admitted its former occurrence in these states by remarking that “it was extinct there due 
to habitat destruction”.  (4) The species's type-locality, mistakenly thought to be Ecuador in its original 
description, was proposed to be restricted to Rio de Janeiro by Pinto (1938); however, Pinto (1935) 
himself had included this state in the species's range with reservation and suggested Espírito Santo as the 
origin of the first specimen.  Although certainly more realistic, Ruschi's (1974) defense of his belief that 
the type actually originated from Bahia (since trade skins mostly came from this state at that time and no 
material of this species is known from Rio de Janeiro) did not take account of the BMNH specimen (but 
see Remarks 3). 
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