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BLACK-HOODED ANTWREN Formicivora erythronotos E1 
 
The rediscovery in 1987, after a century or more, of this small undergrowth-dwelling bird has indicated it 
to be an inhabitant of highly vulnerable secondary forest at sea-level in a single area of southern coastal 
Rio de Janeiro state, Brazil. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  The Black-hooded Antwren (see Remarks 1) is endemic to south-east Brazil in the 
state of Rio de Janeiro.  Its occurrence in Espírito Santo (Ruschi 1953), although admitted by Pinto (1978) 
and Meyer de Schauensee (1982), has no foundation and is not accepted here.  The species was recorded in 
the middle of the nineteenth century from Nova Friburgo (Burmeister 1856), to whose mountain forests it 
was thought to be confined (see Remarks 2) until it was rediscovered in September 1987 at sea level near 
Angra dos Reis, on the southern coast of Rio state (Pacheco 1988a).  Further surveys have since succeeded 
in locating the species at several points around Cunhambebe (“Frade”) on the western side of the Baía da 
Ribeira (F. Carvalho per J. F. Pacheco in litt. 1991). 
 
POPULATION  Known from about 20 nineteenth century skins in European and American museums 
(Pacheco 1988a) and unrecorded for more than a century, the species has long been on endangered bird 
lists (Vincent 1966-1971, Sick 1969, 1972, King 1978-1979, Sick and Teixeira 1979, Sick 1985) and 
indeed feared extinct (King 1978-1979, Scott and Brooke 1985).  Following its rediscovery no population 
surveys have been made, but the species is clearly very local and its extant overall numbers around the 
Baía da Ribeira are likely to be small, as predicted by King (1978-1979). 
 
ECOLOGY  Burmeister (1856) reported this bird living in small groups in forest undergrowth at Nova 
Friburgo, which sounds unusual in view of what is known of other Formicivora species.  The site where it 
was rediscovered was described as a swampy patch of secondary forest near the mangrove line, but its 
presence was later also verified in dry secondary forest, close to the site of the rediscovery and again at sea 
level (Pacheco 1988a).  In this area birds apparently live in pairs, one of these having been observed 
foraging in the foliage mainly up to 1 m from the ground, sometimes up to 2 m, with other individuals 
present nearby; other bird species recorded at the site of the rediscovery were the Uniform Crake 
Amaurolimnas concolor, White-eyed Foliage-gleaner Automolus leucophthalmus, White-bearded Manakin 
Manacus manacus and, notably, the near-threatened Salvadori's Antwren Myrmotherula minor and 
Unicoloured Antwren M. unicolor (Pacheco 1988a).  There is no further information, either on food or 
breeding of the species. 
 
THREATS  The whole region around Angra dos Reis and the Baía da Ilha Grande is one of the most 
exclusive summer resorts on the coast of Rio de Janeiro and has been subject to extensive real-estate 
development over the past 20 years.  Although the species's range approaches the limits of the Serra da 
Bocaina National Park, Cairuçu Environmental Protection Area, Tamoios Ecological Station and Tamoios 
Environmental Protection Area, it has not so far been found in any of these areas. 
 
MEASURES TAKEN  The species is protected under Brazilian  law (Bernardes et al. 1990).  Its 
rediscoverers deliberately refrained from collecting specimens (Pacheco 1988a). 
 
MEASURES PROPOSED  Surveys of the species in the field are urgently needed to assess its 
conservation status more accurately, and this should be done in conjunction with action to protect at least 
part of its habitat.  Further collection of specimens should not be countenanced. 
 
REMARKS  (1) The Black-hooded Antwren, originally described in the genus Formicivora, was some 
years later transferred to Myrmotherula, where it was retained by all the twentieth-century authorities (e.g. 
von Ihering and von Ihering 1907, Cory and Hellmayr 1924, Pinto 1938, 1978, Meyer de Schauensee 
1982, Sick 1985).  Nevertheless, following the species's rediscovery and what has been learnt since of its 
general behaviour, appearance in life and vocalizations, it appears indeed to belong in Formicivora 
(Pacheco 1988a, B. M. Whitney in litt. 1990, LPG).  (2) Nova Friburgo has been cited as the only certain 
locality for this bird throughout the twentieth-century ornithological literature, but Burmeister's (1856) 
account may be unreliable, and the species may never have been collected there (Pacheco 1988a). 
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